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Most Illustrious Grand Sovereign
Dolan Allen Surratt, KGC
Knight Companions,
Much to my surprise this Constantinian year has flown by. It seems that it was only a few
weeks ago that you gave me the ultimate honor of allowing me to serve as your Grand
Sovereign. The journey has been more rewarding than I could have imagined due to
the many Knights Companions who have worked endlessly to ensure that all was in
proper order in the UGIC and our local Conclaves. I will be forever in your debt,
and it is my hope that I may show my gratitude for your kindness and diligence by
exemplifying the lessons you have demonstrated this past year.
I look forward to greeting everyone in attendance at the 150th Annual Assembly
of the United Grand Imperial Council, Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine to
be held on June 2 – 4, 2022 in Greensboro, North Carolina at the Embassy Suites
Hotel. To those who will not be able to attend, we will miss you and will look
forward to the day when we may visit with you once again.
The response to the call to the 150th Annual Assembly has been almost overwhelming.
We are currently on track to have 200 men and ladies in attendance. Such a
nice opportunity to succeed, and the Knights Companions from
North Carolina look forward to the opportunity to make
your experience a most enjoyable one. We will be visiting
Old Salem and the Reynolda House and Gardens with
a hot lunch at the Masonic Center in Winston Salem
on Friday. An ambitious schedule, but one you truly
deserve.
Looking forward to seeing you soon!
Yours in Faith, Unity and Zeal
D. Allen Surratt, KGC
Grand Sovereign
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Fifty Days of Easter

Mark A. Anderson, Intendant General, Division of Minnesota

hristmas is nice…all sugar and spice

C

It is Eastertide, and yes, you read the
unconventional-for-Easter title correctly. We
get warm and fuzzy in December, heartily
exchanging salutations, displaying pretty
lights, and marveling at the wonder of it all. Come the
Sunday following the full moon that falls on or after the
spring equinox, we often give and receive a mumbled (but
earnest!) Easter greeting. But remember this most important
thing: no Easter, no Christianity.

For some reason, Easter
makes us uncomfortable.
There, I said it; you don’t
need to. Are we threatened
and defeated by Jesus’
crucifixion and resurrection
in some way, afraid to talk
about it? If so, why?
The cross, the resurrection…they are a defeat, but that of
an occupying power. Not that of the Roman Empire and
“all the fixins,” but that of sin. This insidious power had
a stranglehold on our lives, manifesting itself in (but not
limited to) fear, oppression, distrust, despair, hopelessness.
Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross made sin and oppression in its
many forms of no consequence to us; yet, we still struggle.
A Mason learns of that struggle in the Fellowcraft Degree
by the example and symbolism of the checkered pavement
in King Solomon’s temple: life is to maintain a balance
between white/good/light and black/evil/darkness. The
struggle never ends, and we must maintain vigilance of it.
For us as Christians, Jesus made an example of the Temporal
rulers…the cross was a victory, by no means a defeat!
Anyone who has followed my writings over the years may
remember that I often refer to “light.” There’s Jesus, the
Light of the world; John the Baptist, who was the testimony
to the Light; the light of understanding and knowledge, to
name a few. These examples are visual, if you will. But
“light” can also be an aural/audio experience.
We’re all familiar with George F. Händel’s oratorio Messiah,
which tells the story of the life of Jesus. Though frequently
performed at Christmas, it’s actually a composition for
Easter. It was first performed on 13 April 1742, in the
season of Eastertide. An erstwhile professional singer, I
learned the solo bass parts to be ready if and when called
upon to perform them. One of the bass’s Airs (arias) has this
text from Isaiah 9:2: The people that walked in darkness
have seen a great light; and they that dwell in the land of the
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. This is an
excellent example of “audio light.”
Händel uses Charles Jennens’ interpretation of the Biblical
text to create different tone colors or word painting. This
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particular Air is written in the key of B minor, which
characteristic is that of loneliness, melancholy, resignation
to an unpleasant fate. It suits the text “the people walked
in darkness.” The melody is extremely chromatic; the first
exposition of it goes down, down, down by half steps and
awkward intervals, producing a sinking feeling of despair
and abandonment. When the singer comes to the words
“have seen a great light,” the music modulates to bright
D Major, which exudes a triumphant, rejoicing, cries-ofvictory sound. The phase is repeated, fluctuating between
Minor and Major keys. The next phrase of text, “and they
that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them hath
the light shined” follows the same formula as before, also
to good effect. Overall, the listener enjoys an aural journey
into a cave, suddenly emerging into the splendiferous light
of day.

changed.” Again in triumphant D Major, those in darkness
(the dead) are raised to light in the resurrection of Christ.
I urge you to remember the overt joys demonstrated in Advent
and Christmas, and carry them through Eastertide, the fifty
days beginning with Easter and ending on the Pentecost. We
need to read Luke 2, verse 10 at Eastertide, as well: “Fear
not, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people.”
My blessings to you this Eastertide, as you walk in the
Light! Celebrate the victory of Jesus over sin and death by
pronouncing: Hark! The herald-angels sing: “Glory to the
RISEN King!”
From April 2022 Knight Templar magazine’s Minnesota
supplement.

Later in the oratorio the bass sings “The trumpet shall sound,
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
The Byzantium
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Passing of Tom Jackson
Past Grand Sovereign Thomas W. “Tom” Jackson
died on Thursday, December 30, 2021, at Lancaster
General Hospital at the age of eighty-seven. He
had only recently moved to the Masonic Village at
Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania from his long-time home
and farm in Shippensburg, Pennsylvania.
Tom was born in McKeesport, PA, on September 14,
1934, a son of Duane T. and Roseazella Maley Jackson,
along with a twin sister, Donna. At eleven years of age
the family moved to Shippensburg.
Tom was a 1952 graduate of Shippensburg High
School, a 1958 graduate of Shippensburg State
Teachers College (now Shippensburg University) with
a B.S. degree in Chemistry and Biology and a 1966
graduate of Penn State University with an M.S. degree
in Zoology. He taught chemistry, physics, and biology
in a public school for three years and followed with
fourteen years as a professor of biology at Penn Hall
Preparatory School and Junior College.
An active Freemason, Tom was a Past Master
of Cumberland Valley Lodge #315 F. & A.M. of
Shippensburg. He served as Grand Secretary of the
Grand Lodge F. & A.M. of Pennsylvania for twenty
years and was elected as the first Executive Secretary
of the World Conference of Masonic Grand Lodges
serving for sixteen years. He was a member of over
fifty Masonic organizations.
He held honorary
memberships in 111 grand lodges around the world and
was honored by the country of Brazil with his image
on a postage stamp for his contributions to Universal
Freemasonry. A lodge was consecrated and named for
him in Brazil. He was also honored by being made a
chief of the village of Niigua-Saff in the Republic of
Côte d’Ivoire.
Tom was a Past Sovereign of York Conclave and
also an Honorary Life Member of Trinity Conclave
of Harrisburg. He served our United Grand Imperial
6

Council
in
many
capacities and on many
committees, culminating
in his election and
installation as Grand
Sovereign in June 2003
in Peoria, Illinois.
He was active in civic
affairs serving amongst others, on the board of advisors
for the College of Arts and Sciences at Shippensburg
University, volunteer fireman, Pennsylvania State
forest fire crew, Deputy Sheriff of Cumberland
County, Special Deputy Sheriff of Franklin County,
Franklin County Correctional Committee, Board of
Directors for the National Collegiate Weightlifting
Association, Advisory Council for Freedoms
Foundation, President of Shippensburg area Jaycees,
the Philadelphia Prevention Partnership Project, served
on the Bicentennial Commission, and a member of the
Pennsylvania State Grange. He was an Eagle Scout
and served as a scoutmaster and assistant scoutmaster
for four troops.
He was a member of the Pennsylvania Academy
of Science, the National Academy of Science, the
American Association for the Advancement of
Science, the National Wildlife Disease Association,
the American Chemical Society, Pennsylvania Realtors
Association, the Pennsylvania Farmers Association, life
member of the National Rifle Association, the Institute
for Legislative Action and was a charter founder of the
Second Amendment Task Force.
He was named outstanding young man of the year in
1963, received the Legion of Honor from Mexico, the
Distinguished Alumnus Award from Shippensburg
University, Defender of Freedom award from Freedoms
Foundation, and the Legion of Honor Bronze Medallion
from the Chapel of Four Chaplains.
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He was listed in Outstanding Young Men in America,
Who’s Who in American Education-Leaders in
American Science, Community Leaders and
Noteworthy Americans, Directory of International
Biography, National Register of Scientific and
Technical Personnel, Who’s Who in Freemasonry, and
was named a Fellow of the American Biographical
Institute.

He was survived by his wife of fifty-one years, Linda,
and many nieces and nephews. In addition to his
parents, he was preceded in death by two sisters and
brothers-in law: Donna and Harry Schenk and Sandra
and Harold Weaver.
Funeral services were held on Thursday, January 6,
2022. Officiating at the funeral was the Rev. Preston
Van Deursen, Director of Pastoral Care at the Masonic
Village at Elizabethtown, Pennsylvania. Burial was at
Spring Hill Cemetery in Shippensburg, Pennsylvania.
A Masonic Service was conducted the day before.

Tom played football and wrestled in high school,
competed in wrestling and weightlifting in college. He
was an AAU weightlifting champion in 1957, placed
second nationally and was named to the All-American
weightlifting team in 1958. He was an ardent hunter Sources: https://memorials.fogelsangerand fisherman.
brickerfuneralhome.com/thomas-jackson/4814226/
index.php?_ga=2.150311668.391819208.1641092818He was a former member of the Memorial Lutheran 169141764.1641092818 . Downloaded on 2022 01
Church in Shippensburg, where he served as a Sunday 01. UGIC Transactions for 2004.
school teacher for many years and was a member of the
Lutheran Church in Rainsburg, PA where he served as
a supply pastor when needed.
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Inland Empire Installation
The Installation of Officers for Inland Empire Conclave
took place on December 4, 2021.
Officers are:
Sovereign: Craig Flagtwet
Eminent Viceroy: Lee Whelan
Senior General: Ernie Quiroz
Junior General: Ronald Alcorn III
Treasurer: Kenneth Hope
Recorder: Gary Miller
Prelate: Raymond Davies
Prefect: William Harmon III
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Standard Bearer: Harold Kennedy
Herald: David Williams
Sentinel: Michael Schneider
Pictured with Officers and Members is David Kussman,
Intendant General for California Southern and now Grand
Master of the Grand Encampment, Knights Templar.
The installation took place at the San Bernardino York Rite
Temple.

The Byzantium

Red Cross of Constantine

Peace and Unity

I

By R. Stephen Doan, KGC, Grand Recorder
t is a rare day when I do not recite the Lord’s Prayer,
and when I recite it, I add the following:

Lord Jesus Christ,
who said to your Apostles:
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you,
look not on our sins,
but on the faith of your Church,
and graciously grant her peace and unity
in accordance with your will.
Who live and reign for ever and ever.
Amen.

This prayer and one by Saint John Chrysostom are
among the few I know by heart. Why? Because there is
something about them which resonates in my soul.
“Peace I leave you, my peace I give you”
This passage is of course a quote from John 14:27, part of
Christ’s Last Supper Discourses. The sentence takes the
casual Jewish greeting Shalom among friends and makes it
a gift of that eternal peace which passes all understanding, a
peace only to be experienced in full and for eternity in Heaven.
Consistent with a foundational point of John’s Gospel, we
are challenged to bring the eternal peace of Heaven into this
transitory life by striving daily to be like Christ.
look not on our sins,
My preferred definition of sin is any act which distorts
our relationship with God, with other people or with
creation. You can think of it like a trespass, thus that word
being used in one version of the Lord’s Prayer. We have
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crossed a boundary. It
is a boundary we should
not have crossed. Its
remembrance helps
us avoid crossing that
boundary again in the
future.
but on the faith of your
Church,
We feel guilty enough about what we ought not to have
done before. Looking back is only helpful if it helps us
avoid repeating the same mistake, and that is what Christ
wants of us. I can take comfort trusting Christ’s mercy
to keep me united with him. And, it is not just my faith,
it is the faith of all of us. Just as a lodge is ultimately
the Masons, the brothers, not the charter or building, the
church is ultimately the intangible union we form when
like-minded and like-spirted people gather. It is the power
of our collective faith which strengthens our bond, our
reciprocal commitment to learn to subdue our passions, to
do good and be better.
and graciously grant her peace and unity
And this is our goal: to be at peace and at one with each
other. That is how we best exemplify what Christ has
taught us: love one another.
in accordance with your will.
And, our progress toward temporal and ultimately eternal
peace and unity is not our doing, but God’s doing working
through us.
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151st Annual Assembly: Panama City, Panama
June 8th-10th, 2023
By R. Stephen Doan, KGC, Grand Recorder
Mark your calendar!
The 151st UGIC Annual Assembly will be held on June
8th through 10th of 2023 at the Sheraton Grand Panama in
Panama City, Panama. Be part of this historic event when
our UGIC meets outside the United States for the first time!
Outside of our usual business sessions, anticipated events
include a trip to the Panama Canal Museum and to Plaza
de Francia in the picturesque old quarter of the city along
the Pacific Ocean where there are many shops and street
vendors. The host committee is also considering a trip to
historic Fort San Lorenzo, located about eight miles west
of Colón, on a promontory overlooking the mouth of the
Chagres River into the Atlantic Ocean. There would then be
a visit to the Agua Clara Visitor Center on the Atlantic end
of the canal to see from a viewing platform the operation of
the new locks for larger ships. The tour would then go to
the Miraflores locks on the Pacific end of the canal. These
locks are part of the original canal. Look for complete and
final details when the registration material is made available.
Citizens of the United States must have a passport valid for
at least three months past the date of entry into Panama.

10

However, no visa is required. If you do not already have
a passport or it is about to expire, it is time to get a valid
passport running through October 2023 at a minimum. You
can apply or renew by submitting a completed application,
including citizenship evidence, photocopy of an ID, passport
photos and fees.
Cities from which you can take a direct flight between the
United States and Panama City include: Miami, Orlando,
Fort Lauderdale, Boston, New York (JFK), Houston,
Dallas/Fort Worth, Atlanta, Chicago O´Hare, Los Angeles,
Washington Dulles and Las Vegas. Panama’s Tocumen
International Airport is eighteen minutes by car from the
Sheraton Grand.
COVID-19 requirements to visit Panama and return to the
United States continue to evolve and should be monitored as
we draw closer to June of 2023.
No need to worry about changing money in Panama or
converting a foreign currency into dollars in your head
before buying something in Panama. Panama uses the U.S.
dollar!
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Alfred Creigh:
Pennsylvania’s Masonic Patrician

T

Seth C. Anthony, Constantine Conclave, PA

hroughout the history of Pennsylvania Masonry,
we have been fortunate to enjoy the leadership of
some truly fine and capable men. Our Fraternity
has flourished for nearly three centuries in the
Commonwealth. During that time, several of
our Masonic leaders have been recognized with buildings,
edifices, and Lodges being named after them. Grand
Masters such as Lamberton, Vaux, and Perkins are as
recognized today as they were in their own time thanks
to these memorials and tributes. Yet, amongst all of these
leaders, there is one whose name is less well known, but
who is directly responsible for the expansion of appendant
Masonic orders in Pennsylvania. Alfred Creigh may not be
as famous as a Past Grand Master, but if you’re a member
of the Scottish Rite, the Council of Royal and Select Master
Masons, the Commandery of Knights Templar, or the Red
Cross of Constantine, you have him to thank.
Creigh’s obscurity is proven
by how difficult it was to
even find a biography of
his life. The most complete
biographical sketch that
could be found was in an
1868 copy of the “Masonic
Biography and Dictionary”
published by J.B. Lippincott
& Co. of Philadelphia,
having been compiled by
Augustus Row. This volume
is also a great example of
Creigh’s influence, as the
author offers an opening
statement praising Creigh
for his mentorship and
assistance. But, just who
was Alfred Creigh?
Creigh was born in 1810
into a Cumberland County
family that had called
Pennsylvania home for
nearly a century.
He
was a physician by trade
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and found his place in the world by moving to Western
Pennsylvania, where he set up his practice in Washington
County. He initially joined Waynesburg Lodge No. 153, of
Greene County, in 1844. The Lodge being a distance from
his home, Creigh and several other Brothers petitioned the
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in March of 1845 to resurrect
Washington Lodge No. 164, in Washington, PA. When the
request was granted, Creigh was elected Worshipful Master.
He served as Worshipful Master of the Lodge for its first
three years, and then again took the East in 1850.
It can be said that Creigh’s first love was the York Rite of
Freemasonry. In 1846, he joined Washington Chapter No.
150, of Royal Arch Masons, where he would serve as its
High Priest no less than six times. Following, in 1847,
Creigh petitioned Washington Council of Royal and Select
Master Masons. It should be noted that Washington Council
No. 1, which still exists today, is one of the oldest Councils
of Cryptic Masonry in
the world. As you might
suspect, Creigh also served
in the East of this body,
completing six terms as
Thrice Illustrious Master.
By 1849, he had joined the
Commandery of Knights
Templar, first as a Sir Knight
of Pittsburgh Commandery
No. 1, later assisting with
the formation of Jacques
DeMolay Commandery No.
3, of Washington. Yet again,
he would lead the body as
Eminent Commander for
a total of seven different
years.
In the Scottish Rite,
Creigh was created a 32nd
Degree Mason in 1859 in
the Consistory located at
Louisville, KY. That same
year, he was invited to a
meeting of the Supreme
The Byzantium
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The 1850’s were an especially
successful time for Creigh. In 1854,
he was asked to serve as the first
Grand Master of the burgeoning
Grand Council of Royal and Select
Master Masons of Pennsylvania.
Through this action, and Creigh’s
indefatigable leadership, the
Grand Council of Pennsylvania
became (and remains) one of the
pre-eminent bodies of Cryptic
Masons worldwide. The 1868
biography notes that there were
thirty-one Councils operating
in Pennsylvania at the time,
demonstrating Creigh’s zeal in
expanding the Order.
Creigh also rapidly advanced in the
Grand Commandery of Knights
Templar of Pennsylvania. Sadly,
the 1850’s were a fractious time for
Templary in the Commonwealth,
with several competing Knights
Templar organizations vying
for sole control. In 1857, while
Creigh was serving as Deputy
Grand Commander of those
bodies, the various factions agreed
to a merger, creating the Grand
Commandery as we know it today.
Instead of advancing to the office
of Grand Commander, Creigh
accepted the post of being the first

Council in Boston, MA, where he was coronated a 33rd
Degree in honor of his past service. It should be noted that
during this period in history, there were several warring
Supreme Councils of the Scottish Rite in the Northern
United States. Creigh would almost certainly have been a
valuable addition to the membership because of the gravitas
he carried through his leadership. His rapid elevation
and advancement supports the importance of his Masonic
character and reputation.

The Byzantium
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the Divisional Inspector General to establish the Red Cross
of Constantine in Pennsylvania. Under his direction, United
States Premier Conclave No. 1 was organized in Washington,
PA. This Conclave remains active today, being stationed in
Pittsburgh. Thus marks the first introduction of the Order of
the Red Cross of Constantine in the United States.
Creigh, never one to be idle, immediately began expanding
the Order in Pennsylvania, and across the nation. By
January 1, 1871, the Earl of Bective had expanded Creigh’s
dominion and authority, making him the “Chief Intendant
General Pennsylvania and for the American Union.” In
this capacity, Creigh appointed leaders in several states,
including as far away as Nebraska. Locally, within two

Grand Recorder to the body, serving for well over a decade.
Creigh also penned one of the earliest histories of Templary
in Pennsylvania, which continues to serve as a reference for
modern authors on the topic.
It was through all of these affiliations that Creigh most likely
met Colonel James Bury MacLeod Moore, a prominent
Canadian Freemason and leader of several appendant
bodies in that country. Moore served as the Grand Prior of
Knights Templary in Canada, which might explain the early
interactions between him and Creigh. In 1869, Lord Kenlis,
Earl of Bective, who was serving as the Grand Sovereign
of the Grand Imperial Conclave of England, appointed
MacLeod Moore as the Chief Inspector General of the Order
of Red Cross of Constantine for the Dominion of Canada.
Less than a year later, Lord Kenlis extended this prerogative
to the United States of America. On September 30 of that
year, MacLeod Moore extended an offer to Creigh to act as
14
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years, Creigh organized the first United Grand Imperial
Council in the United States, specifically to administer the
Order in Pennsylvania. By the time of the first meeting of
this body, held in Reading in 1872, fifteen Conclaves of the
Order had been established across Pennsylvania. Creigh,
ever the administrator, took up his station as Recorder in this
body of the Grand Imperial Council for Pennsylvania.
Even with this success, Creigh’s work was far from
complete. In August of 1872, the Earl of Bective approved
the creation of a similar Grand Imperial Council for the State
of Illinois. This move created a division of the Order in
the United States for several years. The Illinois contingent
would spread westward, becoming known as “The Empire
of the West,” while Creigh oversaw the expansion of the
Order on the Eastern seaboard, taking up the moniker
The Byzantium

“The Empire of the East.” Moves were made to establish
a single body for the United States. In 1877, this was done
in name, but in practice the Grand Imperial Council that was
created was merely a titular organization with no real teeth
to enforce its constitutional provisions. Even so, Creigh led
the charge for a treaty with the Grand Imperial Council in
England, cementing his position of authority in the Order
and ensuring the long-standing relationship with the Mother
Grand Imperial Council. Unfortunately, after Creigh’s death,
the Order would begin to dissolve, with the charge again
being led by Pennsylvania, with their secession in 1894. So
divisive did this action become that it would take more than
50 years for the Order of the Red Cross of Constantine in the
United States to finally unite, occurring in 1958.
In the later years of Creigh’s life, he took on the role of Masonic
patrician and elder statesman. He was often consulted about
the history and organization of several appendant bodies and
remained in close contact with his counterparts in England.
He served the Supreme Council of the Northern Masonic
Jurisdiction, Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite on various
committees and in several offices. One of the earliest copies
of the famous Francken Manuscript of early Scottish Rite
degrees is the “Creigh Notebook,” written in Alfred’s own
hand. Today, that volume is in the possession of the Library
and Museum of the Grand Lodge of Iowa. Of course, this
was all in addition to his York Rite duties and the work he
did to import various Masonic orders to the United States
during the “Golden Age of Fraternalism.”
15
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During all of this time, Creigh continued to work as a doctor
and was also well known in his local community. He married
Julia Ann Stephenson, with whom he had two sons, John
Wishart Creigh and James Stephenson Creigh. Among the
other books that Creigh penned was a History of Washington
County, PA, along with a definitive volume on the antiMasonic movement in the United States. Creigh died in 1889,
being interred at Washington Cemetery, Washington, PA.
Today, Creigh’s name is little known in our Fraternity. One of
the few remaining testaments to his work is Creigh Council
No. 16, Royal and Select Master Masons, still meeting in
Reading. This seems only apropos, as it was in that City that
Creigh created the first governing body for the Red Cross of
Constantine in the United States.
The important thing to remember is that Creigh is just one
of dozens, if not hundreds of Brothers who were responsible
for the evolution of the Fraternity we enjoy today. It is
incumbent upon each of us, as their modern day Brothers, to
keep their stories alive. These men dedicated their lives to
16

Freemasonry. While monuments may not have been erected
in their honor, nor Lodges named in their memory, we can
maintain their legacy by telling their stories and appreciating
their passionate endeavors.
Every Lodge has an Alfred Creigh on the roles. Who was
that man in your Lodge? Go. Dig. And find out!
Sources:
●
●
●
●

Proceedings of the Grand Imperial Conclave of
Pennsylvania, 1872.
A History of the United Grand Imperial Council of
the Red Cross of Constantine, by Herbert Ewing
Duncan, 1972.
The Grand Lodge of Iowa, A.F. & A.M., Grand
Lodge Bulletin, Volume 117 Number 1 Cedar
Rapids, Iowa, March 2015.
Masonic Biography and Dictionary, by Augustus
Row, 1868.
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The Death of Constantine the Great 1622. – Peter Paul Rubens
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150th Annual Assembly
Greensboro, North Carolina
June 2nd through June 4th, 2022
The 150th Annual Assembly of the United Grand Imperial Council will be held at the
Embassy Suites by Hilton
Greensboro Airport, 204 Centreport Drive,
Greensboro, North Carolina
on the dates of June 2 – 4, 2022.
The hotel is ten minutes from the Piedmont Triad International Airport (PTI) using the complimentary hotel
shuttle. Currently, PTI is serviced by Allegiant, American, Delta, Spirit and United airlines. Nonstops to PTI are
currently available from Atlanta, Charlotte, Chicago, Dallas, Detroit, Miami, Orlando, New York, Philadelphia,
Tampa and Washington, D.C.
The hotel is a ninety minute drive from Charlotte Douglas International Airport in Charlotte, North Carolina
(CLT). CLT has more nonstop flights available than PTI.
During our stay, hotel guests will
enjoy a complimentary cooked-toorder daily breakfast and evening
receptions with two free drinks
and light snacks. All guests will be
provided complimentary parking.
Potential tours are being explored
for the event along with special
events
and
collectables to
commemorate the 150th Annual
Assembly of the United Grand
Imperial Council. This will be our
first in person meeting since 2019.
You will not want to miss it!
On Friday, registrants may visit
Old Salem (see page 20) and the
Reynolda House and Gardens
(see page 21).
Registration forms for the 150th
Annual Assembly are available on
the UGIC website.
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Cover Photograph:
Church of the Holy Sepulchre

T

he Oration in our Order of Knights of the Holy
Sepulchre recites how the church of the Holy
Sepulchre was constructed to enclose both
Mount Calvary and the place where Christ was
entombed on Good Friday. These sites were
outside the Jerusalem city walls during Christ’s lifetime but
are now within the expanded walls of the city. The original
church was built in the Fourth Century, but destroyed and
expanded after that.
The church was a popular pilgrimage site during the Middle
Ages. The Knights Templar and four other orders were
organized between the late Eleventh and early Twelfth
Centuries to help pilgrims travel to the church and the Via
Dolorosa, the way of the stations of the cross from the place
where Christ was condemned to Mount Calvary where he
died, now presumably part of the church. Our Order of
Knights of the Holy Sepulchre keeps alive a traditional
distinction given these pilgrims after they had laid in the
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place where Christ’s body had laid. These pilgrims were
made Guardian Knights of the Holy Sepulchre and charged
with aiding in the protection of these holy sites, principally
by financial contributions to those who actually did the work.
Just as our Order of Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine
keeps alive the tradition of Constantine’s creation of
Warrior Priests among his body guard, so we as Guardian
Knights keep alive the commitment to guard and defend the
allegorical Sepulchre of the True Word against all the attacks
of the impious and ungodly.
Below is a crest of The Equestrian Order of the Holy
Sepulchre of Jerusalem, one of the original five orders
conducting pilgrims to Jerusalem in the Middle Ages. This
order continues in existence today.
Source: Copyright to this image is held by Mathieu
Chaine. See https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.
php?curid=15498744.
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Tentative Calendar of Upcoming Events
in 2022 - 2023
2-4 June...................150th UGIC Annual Assembly:
Embassy Suites Hotel, 204 Centreport
Dr, Greensboro, NC 27409
23-25 June...............DeMolay International, Rosen Plaza,
Orlando, FL

4-5 November.........64th Annual Eastern Regional
Assembly, Red Lion Hotel Harrisburg/
Hershey, 4751 Lindle Road,
Harrisburg, PA 17111
19 November...........Georgia Statewide Assembly

8-9 July...................36th Annual Southwest Regional
Assembly, Las Vegas, Nevada

11-12 November.....North Carolina Divisional Assembly,
Monroe, NC

10-12 July...............Great Smokies Summer Assembly of
York Rite Masons, Maggie Valley, NC

2023:

2-7 August...............York Rite Sovereign College of North
America, Westin Kansas City at Crown
Center Hotel, Kansas City, MO
5-6 August...............43rd Annual Oklahoma Divisional
Assembly (Oklahoma Triad),
Oklahoma City, OK
13 August................37th Annual All-Missouri Divisional
Assembly, Holiday Inn, Joplin, MO
17-18 August...........Grand Imperial Conclave of Canada,
Hilton Toronto Airport Hotel,
Mississauga, ON
19-20 August...........34th Annual Joint Assembly of
Shiloh and Coeur de Lion Conclaves
(Nebraska Divisional Assembly),
Kearney, NE
26-27 August...........87th Convent General, KYCH, Salt
Lake City, Utah

14 January...............Tennessee Divisional Assembly,
Nashville, TN
8-12 February..........AMD Masonic Week, Hyatt Regency
Hotel, Crystal City, VA
18-22 February........Conference of Grand Masters, Crystal
Gateway Marriott, 1700 Richmond
Hwy, Arlington, Virginia
March......................37th Annual Northwest Regional
Assembly, Kennewick, WA
7 April.....................Good Friday Breakfast, St. Simeon
Stylites Conclave, Washington, DC
8-9 April..................Grand Encampment Easter Observance,
Alexandria, Kansas City and Denver
8-10 June.................151st UGIC Annual Assembly: Sheraton
Grand Panama, Vía Israel y Calle 77
Este, Panama City, Panama

1 October.................29th Annual All Ohio Assembly, Dayton
Masonic Center, Dayton OH
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