
Red Cross of Constantine - Empire of the East 

By Thomas W. Jackson, KGC1 

Knights Companions, I made a discovery when I began researching for this paper that it was 
exactly 50 years ago in 1971 that I attended my first Annual Assembly of the United Grand 
Imperial Council.  It was also held in Pennsylvania when William E. Yeager KGC was Grand 
Sovereign. 

When the Grand Sovereign asked me last year if I would be willing to present a paper at his Annual 
Assembly on the subject of the “Empire of the East,” it was certainly not due to the vast knowledge 
I had on the subject.  Indeed, about the only knowledge on this subject that I had was that at one 
time the organizations which became the United Grand Imperial Council were known as the 
Empire the East and the Empire of the West. 

Therefore, let it be known that this paper could be used as a classic example of plagiarism.  
However, I give due credit for the information contained herein to Herbert Ewing Duncan, Past 
Grand High Prelate, for his Historical Sketch of the Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine and 
Appendant Orders for the United States of America, Mexico and the Philippines that he presented 
at the United Grand Imperial Council Centennial Assembly in 1972.  

I would suspect that most of the information presented by Knight Companion Duncan was taken 
from the printing of the Statutes of the Imperial Ecclesiastical, Military and Masonic Order of the 
Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine and Appendant Orders of the Grand Council of the State 
of Pennsylvania including a Sketch of the History of the Order and Its Introduction into the United 
States printed in 1872.  I also credit this publication for confirming the writings of Duncan.  The 
Grand Council of Pennsylvania had a name change in 1935 to Grand Imperial Council of the 
Imperial, Ecclesiastical and Military Order of Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine for the 
United States of America, Empire of the East. 

Brother Duncan stated that his history was an anthology of the writings of many outstanding men 
who preceded him, including (appropriately since we were to have met in Pittsburgh) those of 
Charles E. Chalmers, Past Grand Sovereign of the Grand  Council of Pennsylvania.  And since an 
anthology is defined as a collection of passages from other authors, this writing becomes an 
anthology of anthologies. 

Our ritual suggests that the order can be traced back to 313 A. D. when according to fact or legend 
Flavius Valerius Constantine (Constantine the Great) observed a “flaming vision and a cross in the 
evening sky” with the words In Hoc Signo Vinces to guide him. 

The Red Cross of Constantine as we know it was organized by Robert Wentworth Little in London 
in 1865.  The Order was officially introduced into Canada and the United States in 1870 by Colonel 
W. J. B. MacLeod Moore who was appointed Chief Inspector General of the Order of the Red 
Cross of Constantine of the Dominion of Canada by the Grand Conclave of England.  

 
1 This paper was written for delivery at the 148th Annual Assembly of the United Grand Imperial Council but its 
presentation was deferred because that session was held virtually. 
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On September 30, 1870, Moore commissioned Sir Knight Alfred Creigh, 33°, L.L.D., of 
Washington, Pennsylvania, as Divisional Inspector General to establish the Order in the State of 
Pennsylvania.  It was under this commission that the United States Premiere Conclave No. 1 was 
created at Washington, Pennsylvania on December 14, 1870 under an English charter.  For that 
reason, we celebrate the 150th anniversary of Premiere Conclave No. 1 by meeting (virtually) in 
Pittsburgh today. 

On June 14, 1872 the Grand Council of Pennsylvania was organized at Reading, Pennsylvania.  At 
that time there were fourteen conclaves in the State of Pennsylvania working under English 
charters (six of which are still in existence).  This was followed by the creation of the Grand 
Imperial Council of Illinois on August 30, 1872.  From these two initial Grand Councils emerged 
the Empire of the East and the so-called Empire of the West. 

Over the next three years eight additional state Grand Imperial Councils were chartered in New 
York, Massachusetts, Michigan, Kentucky, Indiana, Vermont, Maine and New Jersey. 

In 1875 all of the state Grand Councils met and established a Sovereign Grand Council of the 
United States of America with limited jurisdiction over the state Grand Councils.  On March 10, 
1877, the Sovereign Grand Council entered into a treaty acknowledging the power and authority 
of the Mother Grand Council of England, uniting into one grand body all Grand and Subordinate 
Bodies of the United States, “preserving the work of the ritual in every respect along with perpetual 
friendship based upon Christian principles.” 

In 1891 an attempt was made to vest absolute control in the Sovereign Grand Council over the 
various state Grand Councils.  This attempt was met with “instant opposition.”  The Grand Council 
of Pennsylvania withdrew from the Sovereign Grand Council.  The Grand Imperial Council of 
Illinois followed.  The Sovereign Grand Council dissolved shortly thereafter. 

Another organization, the Supreme Grand Chapter of the Grand Cross of Constantine of the United 
States of America, was created in 1877 to control the conferring of Knight Grand Cross of the 
Order.  However, the Grand Imperial Council of Illinois withdrew from this Supreme Grand 
Chapter in 1911, and the organization closed in 1921.  Grand Councils were reticent to cede 
authority to a national body. 

On October 16, 1935, the Grand Council of Pennsylvania, in anticipation of expanding its 
jurisdiction along the Atlantic Coast, changed its name to Grand Imperial Council of Knights of 
the Red Cross of Constantine (and Appendant Orders) for the United States of America, Empire 
of the East, to give itself broader appeal than just to Royal Arch Masons of Pennsylvania. 

The Grand Imperial Council of Illinois had already expanded across America and overseas and 
had been changing its name as it grew.  It had been known as the Grand Imperial Council of the 
Western Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States (1899 to 1911) and the Grand Imperial Council 
for the United States of America (1911 to 1946).  In 1946, it became the Grand Imperial Council 
of the Imperial, Ecclesiastical and Military Order of the Red Cross of Constantine and Appendant 
Orders, for the United States of America, Mexico and the Philippines (“Empire of the West”). 

With the passage of time, newer generations failed to understand the old differences and 
controversial issues that resulted in the two Empires, instead of a unified national organization.  



3 
 

Interjurisdictional visitations had become commonplace, and honorary memberships were 
conferred by each Empire on the members of the other as early as the late 1930’s. 

In 1954 a letter was sent to the Grand Sovereign, Officers and Members of the Empire of the East 
by representatives of the Empire of the West stating in part, “It has been said that, In Unity There 
is Strength.”  In the letter was presented the proposition that the two empires be consolidated under 
one governing head and to be known as the Grand Imperial Council of the Imperial, Ecclesiastical 
and Military Order of the Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine and Appendant Orders for the 
United States of America, Mexico, and the Philippines. 

Following several years of negotiation regarding how the merger could be effected involving the 
officers of the two empires, the merging of the funds and the names of conclaves, the merger was 
completed on February 18, 1958 in Washington, D.C. during the annual meeting of the Conference 
of Grand Masters.  Thus, the two separate Empires ceased to exist and all of their constituent 
conclaves became united under one authority. 

At the time of merger the Empire of the West was composed of 95 conclaves while the Empire of 
the East had 24 conclaves.  Vermont and Maine remained independent, each with its own Grand 
Imperial Council.  The Grand Imperial Council of Vermont became part of the United Grand 
Imperial Council on June 7, 1997.  As of this date, the Grand Imperial Council of Maine remains 
the only Grand Council in the United States that is not part of the United Grand Imperial Council. 
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