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San Jacinto Conclave and the thirteen other 
conclaves in Texas invite you to the 154th 
Annual Assembly of our United Grand 
Imperial Council, to be held on June 4-6, 
2026 at the Embassy Suites by Hilton 

Grapevine DFW Airport North.  An all -suite hotel 
with separate sleeping and living/sitting area, it offers 
made-to-order breakfasts daily.  The complimentary 
hotel shuttle service to and from nearby DFW airport 
operates twice an hour every day from 6:00 a.m. to 10:30 
p.m.  DFW is one of the top U.S. airports in terms of 
domestic connectivity with over 190 nonstop domestic 
destinations, more than many other large hubs.

Our hosts have planned Friday tours to the National 
Medal of Honor Museum in Arlington and to The 

Cowgirl:  National Cowgirl Museum & Hall of Fame 
in Ft. Worth.  These two museums transform history 
into personal inspiration.  The National Medal of Honor 
Museum offers immersive galleries and living stories 
of Medal of Honor recipients, showing how ordinary 
people made extraordinary choices under fire.  The 
Cowgirl celebrates the pioneering spirit of women of 
the West through artifacts, interactive exhibits and Hall 
of Fame narratives that reframe American identity.  
Both museums pair high-quality design with thoughtful 
education, making them meaningful visits for anyone 
seeking courage, resilience and unexpected cultural 
perspectives.

Grand Sovereign Brian Dodson looks forward to 
welcoming you to Grapevine in June of 2026.

154th Annual Assembly in Grapevine TX
June 4-6, 2026
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UNITED GRAND IMPERIAL COUNCIL 
Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine 

154th Annual Assembly 
Grapevine, Texas 

 
Schedule of Events 

 
Thursday – June 4, 2026 
1:00 PM – 5:00 PM Registration 
5:00 PM – 11:00 PM Hospitality Room – Beverage and Snacks 
7:00 PM – 8:00 PM Dinner – Men & Ladies (Dress: Casual) 
8:00 PM – 9:00 PM Committee on Long Range Planning 
9:00 PM – 10:00 PM Committee on Finance and Accounts 
 
Friday – June 5, 2026 
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM Registration 
9:00 AM – 5:00 PM Tour and lunch (Dress: Casual) 
  National Medal of Honor Museum 
  National Cowgirl Museum and Hall of Fame 
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM Dinner – Men & Ladies (Dress: Casual) 
8:00 PM – 11:00 PM Hospitality Room – Beverage and Snacks 
9:00 PM – 10:00 PM Nominating Committee 
 
Saturday – June 6, 2026 
8:00 AM – 9:00 AM Recorders and Intendants General Seminar with 
 Grand Sovereign, Grand Viceroy and Grand Recorder 
9:00 AM – Noon General Session (Dress: Coat & Tie) 
Noon – 1:30 PM Lunch – Men and Ladies (Dress: Coat & Tie) 
1:30 PM – 2:00 PM Memorial Service (Dress: Coat & Tie) 
2:30 PM – 3:30 PM Installation of Offices (Dress: Coat & Tie) 
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM Reception (Cash Bar) 
7:00 PM – 9:00 PM Grand Banquet – Men & Ladies (Dress: Formal) 
9:00 PM – 11:00 PM Hospitality Room – Beverage and Snacks 
 

ROOM ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE POSTED AT HOTEL 
 

Embassy Suites by Hilton Grapevine DFW Airport North 
2401 Bass Pro Drive, Grapevine, Texas 76051 

(972) 724-2600 
 

COMPLIMENTARY AIRPORT SHUTTLE (DFW AIRPORT) 
COMPLIMENTARY MADE TO ORDER BREAKFAST 

COMPLIMENTARY EVENING RECEPTION 
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UNITED GRAND IMPERIAL COUNCIL RED CROSS OF CONSTANTINE 
154TH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 

JUNE 4-6, 2026 
 

Embassy Suites by Hilton Grapevine DFW Airport North 
2401 Bass Pro Drive, Grapevine, Texas 76051 

(972) 724-2600 
 

$160.55 + tax per night for single or double occupancy room 
USE FOLLOWING LINK FOR HOTEL RESERVATIONS: 

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/united-grand-imperial-council-2026/ 
 

COMPLIMENTARY AIRPORT SHUTTLE (DFW AIRPORT) 
COMPLIMENTARY MADE TO ORDER BREAKFAST 

COMPLIMENTARY EVENING RECEPTION 
 

HOTEL RESERVATION DEADLINE IS MAY 10, 2026 
 

Name __________________________________________ Lady if attending ______________________________ 
                               First and Last                                                                                      First and Last 
 
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City ____________________________________________ State ______________ Zip Code ________________ 
 
Phone ______________________________________ E-mail __________________________________________ 
 
Name & Location of Conclave ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Conclave Office ___________________________________ UGIC Office ________________________________ 
 
National Office in Other Masonic Bodies __________________________________________________________ 
 
Have you made your hotel reservation with the Embassy Suites by Hilton?  Yes _____  No _____ 
 
 Hotel arrival date: June ____, 2026 – Hotel departure date: June ____, 2026 
 

REGISTRATION FEE OF $250.00 PER PERSON INCLUDES THURSDAY DINNER,  
FRIDAY TOUR AND LUNCH, FRIDAY DINNER, SATURDAY LUNCH 

AND SATURDAY GRAND BANQUET 
 

NUMBER ______ @ $250.00 EACH   $_______________ 
 

INTENDANTS GENERAL MAY ATTEND WITHOUT PAYING THE REGISTRATION FEE BUT MUST 
COMPLETE AND RETURN THIS FORM EVEN IF NO MONIES ARE DUE 

 
Select items that you will attend: 
 
Knight Comp      Lady 
         |   |                  |   |        Thursday Dinner (Men & Ladies-DRESS: CASUAL) 
         |   |                  |   |        Friday Tour & Lunch (Men & Ladies-DRESS: CASUAL) 
         |   |                  |   |        Friday Dinner (Men & Ladies-DRESS: CASUAL) 
         |   |                  |   |        Saturday Lunch (Men & Ladies-DRESS: COAT & TIE) 
         |   |                  |   |        Saturday Grand Banquet (Men & Ladies-DRESS: FORMAL) 
 
 

Check for the registration fee(s) should be made 
payable to San Jacinto Conclave. 

Mail check and completed registration form to: 
Lawrence E. Tucker                   larry@gektusa.org 
Post Office Box 16277                 C: (832) 567-0157 
Sugar Land, TX 77496                O: (713) 349-8700 

 
This completed form and your check must be received by April 30, 2026. 

NO REFUNDS AFTER April 30, 2026. 
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Constantine the Great founded Constantinople 
in 330 CE by repurposing the ancient Greek 
city of Byzantium as a new imperial capital 
for the Roman Empire.  Recognizing the city’s 
strategic position commanding the Bosporus 

strait between Europe and Asia, Constantine envisioned it as 
a Christian capital that would unite imperial authority with 
religious legitimacy.  He endowed the city with monumental 
architecture, imperial institutions and ecclesiastical 
patronage, consciously modeling it as a “New Rome” while 
imbuing it with a distinctly Christian identity.  Constantinople 
thus became the political, religious and cultural center of the 
Eastern Roman Empire for more than a millennium, serving 
as a crucial bridge between classical antiquity and the 
medieval world and a strategic and therefore economically 
valuable portal on the spice trade routes to India.

The fall of Constantinople in 1453 therefore marked a 
decisive rupture in European history, signaling not merely 
the end of the Byzantine Empire, but the close of the 
Middle Ages and the beginning of the Renaissance/Age of 
Exploration, as Greek scholars fled to the West with classical 
knowledge which fueled the Renaissance and the Ottomans’ 
disruption of the historic spice trade through Constantinople 
spurred maritime explorations for new, sea routes to India, 
resulting in discovery of the New World.

The flight of Greek scholars to Western Europe profoundly 
reoriented Western intellectual life.  As the last great repository 
of Greek learning in the medieval world succumbed to 
Ottoman conquest, a stream of scholars, manuscripts and 
ideas flowed westward into Italy and beyond.  This transfer 
of knowledge catalyzed a renewed engagement with ancient 
philosophy, science and esoteric traditions, helping to usher 
Europe from the medieval worldview into the intellectual 
ferment of the Renaissance and early modern period.  
Among the most consequential results of this transmission 
was the reintroduction of Hermetic literature, which would 
exert a lasting influence on Western esotericism, including 
Rosicrucianism and, more indirectly, the philosophical 
development of speculative Freemasonry.

In the decades following 1453, émigré Greek scholars 
brought with them texts long lost to Latin Christendom.  
While Aristotle had been known through medieval 

translations, much of Plato, the Neoplatonists and a range 
of late antique writings suddenly became accessible in their 
original language.  Florence, under the patronage of the 
Medici, emerged as a focal point for this revival.  Around 
1460, Cosimo de’ Medici acquired a Greek manuscript of 
the Corpus Hermeticum, a collection of philosophical and 
religious dialogues attributed to the mythical sage Hermes 
Trismegistus.  Believing the texts to represent a primordial 
theology predating Moses, Cosimo famously ordered 
Marsilio Ficino to suspend his translation of Plato in order 
to render the Hermetica into Latin without delay.¹

The importance of this act lies less in the historical accuracy of 
the Hermetica than in its perceived authority.  Although later 
scholarship would demonstrate that the texts were products 
of late antiquity rather than ancient Egypt, Renaissance 
readers understood them as repositories of prisca theologia, 
an original divine wisdom underlying all true religion.²  The 
Hermetica presented a vision of the cosmos as ordered, 
intelligible and suffused with divine presence, in which 
humanity occupied a mediating role between the material 
and spiritual realms.  Knowledge, in this framework, was not 
merely descriptive but transformative, capable of elevating 
the soul through illumination and moral refinement.

This Hermetic worldview proved immensely fertile.  It 
merged readily with Christian Neoplatonism, alchemical 
symbolism, sacred geometry and emerging natural 
philosophy.  By the early seventeenth century, these currents 
found expression in the Rosicrucian manifestos, published 
anonymously between 1614 and 1616.  Texts such as the Fama 
Fraternitatis and the Confessio Fraternitatis proclaimed the 
existence of a secret brotherhood devoted to the reformation 
of religion, philosophy, medicine and politics.  While 
Rosicrucianism cannot be reduced to Hermeticism alone, 
its optimism regarding human perfectibility, its emphasis on 
hidden wisdom and its symbolic language of spiritual rebirth 
all bear the unmistakable imprint of the Hermetic revival 
initiated in Renaissance Italy.³

Speculative Freemasonry, which would emerge later in the 
seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries, stands even further 
downstream from these developments, yet it too absorbed 
elements of this intellectual inheritance.  To understand this 
process, it is necessary to consider the condition of the masonic 

1453:  A Pivot Point in History
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craft at the time of Constantinople’s fall.  In 1453, European 
stone masonry was entirely operative.  Lodges functioned 
as practical institutions regulating apprenticeship, wages and 
standards of workmanship.  Masons were respected, mobile 
craftsmen whose expertise in geometry and proportion was 
indispensable to the construction of cathedrals, castles and 
civic buildings.  Their secrets concerned trade knowledge 
rather than speculative philosophy, but geometry itself was 
widely regarded as a sacred science, reflecting divine order 
in material form.4

In Scotland, operative masonry retained particularly strong 
organizational continuity into the early modern period.  By 
the late sixteenth century, lodges were governed by formal 
statutes, most notably those promulgated by William Schaw 
in 1598 and 1599.  Within this context arose the institution 
known as the Mason’s Word.  The Word was communicated 
to a mason upon completion of his apprenticeship 
and functioned as a credential, entitling him to work 

independently and to take on apprentices of his own.5  In a 
highly mobile labor market, the Word served as both proof 
of competence and a means of mutual recognition among 
masons traveling between regions.

Yet the Mason’s Word was more than an administrative device.  
In early modern culture, a “word” was often understood as 
performative, effecting real change in the status or being of 
the recipient.  Legal formulas, sacramental utterances and 
magical names were all believed to possess intrinsic power.  
The reception of the Word marked a threshold, passing 
from dependence to mastery, a change in social identity 
that could readily be interpreted in symbolic terms.  Within 
Scottish folklore, ideas of “second sight” referred not to 
literal resurrection but to heightened perception or visionary 
insight, often associated with liminal figures and initiatory 
experiences.6
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“The Muses Threnodie” by Henry Adamson, first published 
in Edinburgh in 1638, includes what is considered the 
earliest known printed reference to the Mason’s Word, and in 
the stanza he links it explicitly with “second sight” and the 
ability to foretell events—phrasing that has been interpreted 
by later researchers as connecting operative masonry, 
Rosicrucian imagery and folk ideas of visionary perception.  
The relevant lines read:

“For what we do presage is not in grosse, 
For we be brethren of the Rosie Crosse; 
We have the Mason Word and second sight, 
Things for to come we can foretell aright.”

In his poem Adamson appears to group the Rosicrucian 
brethren, the Mason’s Word and second sight together, 
suggesting that all were understood in terms of seeing the 
invisible in some way—whether in the sense of identifying 
fellow masons, perceiving hidden knowledge or foretelling 
what is yet to come. 

As educated non-operatives began to be admitted to Scottish 
lodges in the late sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, these 
symbolic resonances became increasingly salient.  Gentlemen 
influenced by Hermeticism, Neoplatonism and alchemical 
thought encountered in masonry a living initiatory structure 
already centered on secrecy, transformation and symbolic 
knowledge.  The Mason’s Word, originally a practical 
credential, could be reinterpreted as a sign of hidden wisdom, 
a Logos conferring moral and spiritual insight.  This process 
did not require that operative masons themselves embrace 
esoteric doctrines; rather, it reflects the migration of meaning 
from craft practice to philosophical symbolism.

By the time speculative Freemasonry coalesced in the early 
eighteenth century, the operative Word had evolved into the 
idea of a “lost word,” a powerful symbol of knowledge once 
possessed and now sought through moral refinement and 
fraternal labor.  This development parallels broader Hermetic 

and Rosicrucian themes of fall, loss and restoration through 
enlightenment.  While no direct institutional lineage can be 
drawn from the Hermetica to Freemasonry, the conceptual 
atmosphere shaped by the Renaissance recovery of ancient 
texts made such symbolic transformations plausible and 
compelling.

In this sense, the fall of Constantinople stands at the beginning 
of a long intellectual chain.  The transmission of Greek 
learning revived Hermetic philosophy; Hermetic philosophy 
shaped early modern esotericism; and that esoteric milieu 
provided categories of meaning through which operative 
masonry could be reimagined as a philosophical system.  
Speculative Freemasonry thus emerges not as a survival of 
ancient mysteries, but as a creative synthesis, grounded in 
medieval craft traditions and animated by ideas reintroduced 
to the West in the aftermath of 1453.

Footnotes

1.	 Frances A. Yates, Giordano Bruno and the Hermetic Tradition, 
University of Chicago Press, 1964, pp. 1–5.

2.	 Brian P. Copenhaver, “Hermes Trismegistus, Proclus, and 
the Question of a Philosophy of Magic in the Renaissance,” 
Hermeticism and the Renaissance, edited by Ingrid Merkel 
and Allen G. Debus, Folger Shakespeare Library, 1988, pp. 
79–110.

3.	 Tobias Churton, The Invisible History of the Rosicrucians, 
Inner Traditions, 2009, pp. 33–58.

4.	 Nicola Coldstream, Medieval Architecture, Oxford University 
Press, 2002, pp. 145–168.

5.	 David Stevenson, The Origins of Freemasonry: Scotland’s 
Century, 1590–1710, Cambridge University Press, 1988, pp. 
40–67.

6.	 Ronald Hutton, The Pagan Religions of the Ancient British 
Isles, Blackwell, 1991, pp. 242–247.  
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In 1870 the Sovereign of the Grand Conclave of 
England authorized the introduction of the Knights of 
the Red Cross of Constantine into the United States.  
The first Grand Council and Conclaves were formed 
in Pennsylvania in 1872, followed by many others in 

the northeastern and midwestern states.  In 1924 St. Hilary 
Conclave was designated as Conclave number 53.

Fred Herbert Pocock was the founder and first Puissant 
Sovereign of St. Hilary Conclave.  He was born in Huntington, 
IN but grew up in Antwerp, Ohio before moving to Fort Wayne 
in 1908 and opening an insurance agency.  In Fort Wayne he 
was a 33rd degree member of the Scottish Rite and a presiding 
officer in all York Rite Bodies as well as being active in the 

Mizpah Shrine, Kiwanis and Quest clubs.  In 1921 he also 
became a Knight Companion of St. James Conclave in 
Indianapolis, followed in 1923 by Ephraim P. Dailey who was 
also from Fort Wayne. 

Shortly thereafter Robert A. Woods, the Intendent General 
for Indiana, presented a petition from Knights Companions 
Pocock and Dailey to the Grand Imperial Sovereign requesting 
that a Conclave be formed in Fort Wayne, Indiana.  The 
petition was looked on favorably, and on February 22,1924 
Knights Companions Pocock and Dailey were inducted into 
the College of Viceroys to facilitate the formation of the new 
Conclave.

On April 7,1924, Grand Sovereign Samuel Hillman, Intendent 
General Woods and officers from St. James Conclave in 
Indianapolis and St. Vincent Conclave in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, met with the new conclave in Fort Wayne.  The 
assembly was held in the mezzanine parlor of the Keenan Hotel 
where the official dispensation for Conclave formation was 
read, and the name of St. Hilary was given.  Grand Sovereign 
Hillman also appointed Fred H. Pocock as Puissant Sovereign 
and Ephraim P. Dailey as Viceroy of St. Hilary Conclave.

Following the reading of dispensation, the visiting officers 
assumed the necessary stations for the initiation, in full 
ceremonial form, of fourteen new members.  The ceremony 
was followed by dinner in the hotel with entertainment 
provided by the “Good Old Summit City Quartette.”

The next year Intendent General Adams reported to the 
Grand Sovereign that St. Hilary Conclave had held five 
assemblies, initiated a seventh member and fulfilled the 
financial obligations expected of a Conclave.  Therefore, on 
May 28,1925, a full charter was issued and presented to the 
Conclave on November 9, 1925.

Fred Pocock served for two years as Sovereign of St. Hilary 

and three years as Recorder.  He also joined the officer line 
of the Grand Imperial Council rising to the office of Grand 
Imperial Sovereign in 1944, but unfortunately died only 
eight months into his reign.  Due to his death and   wartime 
travel restrictions, the 73rd Grand Council Annual Assembly, 
planned for Fort Wayne, was changed to Chicago and held 
with only a minimal number of officers attending.

Another noted St. Hilary member, James S. DeMond, also 
served in this highest national office in the year 2000 and was 
the Conclave Recorder for 29 years.

St. Hilary Conclave has thrived under dedicated leadership.  
Following the example of St. James Conclave, it has several 
assemblies each year and includes the members’ ladies in 
the social portions of the events.  In the one hundred years 
since its chartering,  St. Hilary has shared fellowship with 252 
members, had 91 Sovereigns and 10 different Recorders.  The 
fellowship enjoyed and the friendships formed have been long 
lasting and true to the Red Cross tenets of Faith, Unity and 
Zeal.

History of St. Hilary Conclave, Fort Wayne, Indiana

Fred Herbert Pocock was the founder and first Puissant 
Sovereign of St. Hilary Conclave.  
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St. Hilary 100th Anniversary Celebration
On October 4,2025, St. Hilary Conclave of Fort Wayne, Indiana, met for its annual stated meeting and celebrated the 100th 
anniversary of its chartering.  Twenty-eight Knights Companions and their ladies enjoyed the evening at Sycamore Hills 
Country Club, with a delicious meal and a recitation of the founding of the Conclave which was informative and evoked 
many fond memories.  St. Hilary’s jurisdiction encompasses both the Fort Wanye and South Bend areas which over the 
years has allowed for the building of many new masonic friendships.
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Tentative Calendar of Upcoming Events
in 2026

2026:

3 April.........................Good Friday Breakfast, St. Simeon Stylites Conclave, Washington, DC

4-5 April......................Grand Encampment Easter Observance

4-6 June....................... �154th UGIC Annual Assembly, Embassy Suites by Hilton Grapevine DFW Airport North, 
2401 Bass Pro Drive, Grapevine, TX 76051

25-27 June...................DeMolay International, Hyatt Regency O`Hare, Chicago, IL

10-11 July...................40th Annual Southwest Regional Assembly, Salt Lake City, UT

13-15 July...................Great Smokies Summer Assembly of York Rite Masons, Maggie Valley, NC

22-25 July...................York Rite Sovereign College of North America, Des Moines, IA

1 August......................Wisconsin Divisional Assembly, Milwaukee, WI

7-8 August...................41st Annual All-Missouri Divisional Assembly, Jefferson City, MO

19-20 August..............Grand Imperial Conclave of Canada, Toronto Airport Hilton Hotel

14-16 August.............. �38th Annual Joint Assembly of Shiloh and Coeur de Lion Conclaves (Nebraska Divisional 
Assembly), Kearney, NE

7-8 August................... �47th Annual Oklahoma Divisional Assembly (Oklahoma Triad), Embassy Suites NW, 3233 
NW Expressway, Oklahoma City, OK

30 August.................... �General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons International, Capital Hilton, 1001 16th St., 
Washington, DC

1 September................ �General Grand Council of Cryptic Masons International, Capital Hilton, 1001 16th St., 
Washington, DC

30 Sept.- 4 Oct............Convent General, KYCH, Corpus Christi, TX

3 October....................33rd Annual All Ohio Assembly, Dayton, OH

6-7 November............. �67th Annual Eastern Regional Assembly, Best Western Premier, The Central Hotel & 
Conference Center, 800 E Park Dr, Harrisburg, PA

13-14 November.........North Carolina Divisional Assembly, New Bern, NC

21 November..............Georgia Statewide Assembly, Warner Robins, GA
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The Middle Ages witnessed a flourishing of lay 
religious devotion alongside the institutional 
authority of the Church.  Among the most notable 
expressions of this lay piety were the Eucharistic 
brotherhoods, also known as confraternities 

of the Blessed Sacrament.  These organizations emerged 
primarily in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, seeking 
to cultivate devotion to the Eucharist.  Unlike monastic 
orders, Eucharistic brotherhoods were composed chiefly 
of laypeople, though priests often participated or oversaw 
their activities.  Their practices included public and private 
Eucharistic adoration, organization of the Feast of Corpus 
Christi, charitable work and instruction in the faith.  Through 
these activities, the brotherhoods helped embed the centrality 
of the sacrament in daily life and reinforced the spiritual and 
social cohesion of local communities.

The Reformation of the sixteenth century profoundly 
affected these devotional organizations. Protestant 
reformers, beginning with Martin Luther in 1517, rejected 
traditional teachings on the Eucharist, particularly 
transubstantiation.  In regions that adopted Protestantism, 
Eucharistic brotherhoods were largely suppressed or ceased 
to exist, as the theological foundation of their devotion 
was repudiated.  In Catholic regions, however, the Church 
responded with the Counter-Reformation.  The Council 
of Trent (1545–1563) reaffirmed the doctrine of the real 
presence and encouraged the development of lay devotional 
practices. Eucharistic brotherhoods, therefore, became 
instruments of the Catholic Church’s efforts to strengthen 
orthodoxy, promote disciplined piety, and provide structured 
avenues for lay participation.  The brotherhoods organized 
elaborate processions, encouraged frequent communion, and 
emphasized instruction in Church teaching, often receiving 
formal recognition from bishops.

Parallel to these religious developments, the operative 
stonemason guilds were integral to the construction of the 
monumental architecture in which these devotional practices 
occurred.  Guilds were associations of skilled craftsmen who 
regulated their trade, provided training, and offered mutual 
support.  Cathedrals, parish churches, and monasteries—

central spaces for Eucharistic devotion—were the products 
of these guilds’ labor.  The stonemason guilds contributed to 
the sacred spaces that enabled the flourishing of Eucharistic 
brotherhoods.  The stonemasons guilds were also often 
organized as religiously affiliated confraternities like the 
Eucharistic brotherhoods, attending mass and sharing other 
devotional practices as a group as and in the same spaces as 
the Eucharistic brotherhoods.

The evolution of Freemasonry in the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries from operative stonemasonry into 
speculative Freemasonry further complicates the historical 
picture.  Speculative Freemasonry drew heavily on the 
symbolism and allegories associated with cathedral building 
but was not a religious organization per se.  Its rituals and 
symbols emphasized moral instruction and philosophical 
reflection rather than specific forms of religious devotion.  
Scholars have found no evidence of formal institutional 
links between Freemasonry and Eucharistic brotherhoods.  
Any overlap between these groups was incidental and 
personal, occurring when individual masons participated in 
lay devotional organizations.

The social networks connecting the Church, Eucharistic 
brotherhoods, and stonemason guilds illustrate the indirect 
interactions among religious, lay, and professional 
communities in medieval Europe.  The Church served as 
the central authority and spatial locus, hosting various 
confraternities, whether organized as guilds or brotherhoods, 
within its sacred architecture.  Eucharistic brotherhoods 
provided laypeople with structured devotional practices and 
opportunities for charitable engagement, while stonemason 
guilds ensured the material creation and maintenance 
of churches.  Overlap may well have existed, as guild 
members may have participated in the brotherhoods, yet 
such instances were personal rather than institutional.  
Speculative Freemasonry, emerging much later, inherited the 
architectural symbolism of cathedrals but not the devotional 
practices of their stonemason forbearers.

In summary, Eucharistic brotherhoods, operative stonemason 
guilds, and Freemasonry occupied overlapping but separate 

Eucharistic Brotherhoods, Guilds and the 
Social Networks of Medieval Devotion
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spheres in medieval and early modern Europe.  The 
brotherhoods represented a form of lay religious engagement 
sanctioned by the Church and focused on Eucharistic 
devotion.  Stonemason guilds contributed materially to 
the spaces in which such devotion occurred, though their 
motivations were primarily professional.  Speculative 
Freemasonry, while symbolically connected to cathedral 
architecture, did not inherit the devotional practices of the 
brotherhoods.  The indirect interactions among these groups 
illuminate the complex social and religious networks of the 
period, demonstrating how devotion, craft, and symbolic 
tradition coexisted without formal institutional overlap.

Sources:

Delaney, John J. The Eucharistic Brotherhoods in Medieval Europe. 
New York: Oxford University Press, 1999.

 Leff, Gordon. Heresy and Devotion in Medieval Europe. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1988.

 MacCulloch, Diarmaid. The Reformation: A History. New York: Viking, 
2003.

 O’Malley, John W. Trent and All That: Renaming Catholicism in the 
Early Modern Era. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2000.

 Coldstream, Nicola. Medieval Architecture. Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2002.

 Stevenson, David. The Origins of Freemasonry: Scotland’s Transition 
from Operative to Speculative. London: Routledge, 1988.

 Ridley, Jasper. The Freemasons: A History of the World’s Most Powerful 
Secret Society. New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1999.

 Curl, James Stevens. The Art and Architecture of Freemasonry. London: 
Batsford, 1991.
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On Saturday, October 11, 2025, 
St. Simeon Stylites Conclave 
held its annual Ladies Night 
at the Historic Cedar Knoll 
Inn, on the Potomac River, 

just one mile from George Washington’s, 
Mt. Vernon Estate.  Puissant Sovereign, 
Jeff Russell arranged a delicious meal, an 
excellent speaker, in a beautiful setting 
for the fifty in attendance.  Ralph Perry, 
Recorder, and Tom Chagouris, Intendant 
General, both from St. Cyprian Conclave, 
were also in attendance.

Around the UGIC

St. Bonaventure Conclave in Michigan
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California’s Inland Empire Installation

Desert Paradise Installation in Las Vegas
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Medieval fairs were among the most 
important economic, social and cultural 
events of the Middle Ages.  Held at regular 
times of the year—often coinciding 
with major feast days such as Lady Day, 

Midsummer, Michaelmas or Christmas—these fairs could 
last from a few days to several weeks.  They combined 
commerce, entertainment and civic life, drawing participants 
from near and far.

Trade was at the heart of these gatherings.  Merchants sold 
goods not normally available in local markets, from exotic 
spices, silks and wine to everyday necessities like tools, salt 
and livestock.  Craftsmen and guildsmen displayed wares, 
negotiated contracts and sometimes recruited apprentices.  
Money changing and credit were central activities; as buyers 
and sellers traveled long distances, fairs helped standardize 
weights, measures and early banking practices.

Fairs also served legal and civic purposes.  Many were 
established by royal charter or episcopal license, granting 
merchants protection and rights while they traded.   Special 
courts, known as piepowder courts—from the French pieds 
poudrés, “dusty feet” — handled disputes quickly and fairly, 
resolving quarrels over contracts, theft or fraud on the spot.

Social and cultural life thrived alongside commerce.  Fairs 
were festive occasions with tournaments, musicians, jugglers, 
actors and miracle plays.  Pilgrims sometimes visited fairs 
in connection with nearby shrines, blending devotion with 
trade.  Food and drink were abundant and inns and taverns 
flourished.  For many, fairs were as much about socializing 
and entertainment as buying and selling.

Agriculture and local economies were deeply connected 
to fairs.  Many were timed to the agricultural calendar:  
spring fairs facilitated hiring laborers, while autumn fairs 
allowed farmers to sell surplus harvests and livestock.  Rural 
communities gained access to goods otherwise unavailable 
locally, making fairs vital to regional economies.

Some fairs, such as those in Champagne, France, evolved 
into international trading hubs, linking northern Europe 
with Italy and the Mediterranean.  Over time, as permanent 
marketplaces and urban centers expanded, fairs declined 

in prominence, yet their 
influence on commerce, 
banking and social life 
persisted.  In short, 
medieval fairs were 
centers of trade, law, 
entertainment and 
community, aligning the 
sacred calendar with the 
rhythms of the market 
and the farm.  They 
were places to conduct 
business, resolve disputes, celebrate and connect with the 
wider world.

English knights often played visible roles at these fairs, 
though their involvement varied with the size, location and 
purpose of each event.  Their participation fell into three 
main areas: martial display, security and religious-military 
representation.

Larger fairs, especially those sanctioned by royal charter or 
held near major towns, often featured tournaments, jousts 
and feats of arms.  Knights from across the realm competed 
for prestige, prizes and patronage.  Tournaments could be 
sanctioned or informal; despite occasional Church opposition 
due to the risk of bloodshed, they remained popular.  Knights 
also displayed heraldry and banners, reinforcing family ties, 
loyalty and social status before wide audiences.

Fairs drew crowds of merchants, peasants and travelers, 
making them targets for theft and disorder.  Knights serving 
local lords, sheriffs, or the crown helped maintain security, 
enforcing safe conduct and deterring troublemakers.  Many 
fairs were under the special protection of the crown or a 
bishop, and knights were a visible guarantee of law and 
order.

Religious-military orders also participated in fairs.  The 
Knights Templar, before their suppression in 1312, 
functioned as bankers and moneychangers, safeguarding 
deposits and transferring funds.  Their role at major fairs like 
those in Champagne is well documented, and English fairs 
likely hosted similar activities.  The Knights Hospitaller 
(Order of St. John), active in England, sometimes sold 

Medieval Fairs and Templary
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surplus produce from their estates, combining economic and 
charitable functions while asserting martial authority.  Other 
knightly confraternities, such as the Teutonic Order, were 
less active in England but appeared occasionally through 
trade connections.

Fairs were also venues for social and chivalric display.  
Knights attended in full dress, participated in ceremonies, 
escorted nobles and patronized minstrels and entertainers.  
They commissioned armor, horses, weapons and luxury 

goods directly at fairs, reinforcing their status and supporting 
the crafts and merchants who catered to the martial elite.

In summary, English knights at medieval fairs competed in 
tournaments, ensured security and represented the financial 
and charitable activities of orders like the Templars and 
Hospitallers.  Their presence enhanced the prestige and 
protection of fairs while linking the martial, commercial and 
religious dimensions of medieval society into a cohesive 
public spectacle.
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On Saturday, January 3, 2026, Intendant General for Louisiana, Illustrious Ballard L. Smith, received Most 
Illustrious Grand Sovereign, Brian R. Dodson, at the 70th Annual Installation and Traditional Banquet of 
St. Charles Conclave of Louisiana.  This was the first time a Grand Sovereign had attended a meeting of St. 
Charles Conclave in its history.  The conclave conferred all three orders on two new members.

Following the meeting, the ladies joined the Knights Companions for the banquet.  Grand Sovereign Dodson 
addressed the group referencing some of the terminology of the Red Cross ceremonies and then installed the 2026 officers 
of St. Charles Conclave.  He invited everyone to attend the United Grand Imperial Council Annual Meeting, promising it 
would be a time of pleasant fellowship. 

St. Charles Conclave Celebrates 
70th Annual Installation and Traditional Banquet

2026 Officers Pictured from Left to Right: H. Barlow Holley, Michael L. Laurence, R.B. Smith, Adib Shahla, Ill. Ballard 
L. Smith, I.G., V. Eugene Dawson, Jr., Puissant Sovereign, Ill. Brian R. Dodson, G.S., Stuart Averitt, Charles R. Bertrand 

and Brad E. Williams.
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Our Constantinian governing law, the Constitution 
and the Statutes and Regulations of the United 
Grand Imperial Council, authorizes progressive 
discipline for violations of the laws of Christian 
Knighthood but nowhere do we define what that 

law covers.  Yet, the laws of Christian knighthood, though 
never codified in a single text, represent one of the most 
enduring moral frameworks of Western civilization.  Emerging 
in the medieval period from the fusion of Christian theology, 
feudal duty and martial discipline, these laws defined an 
ideal of conduct for those who bore arms in service to both 
God and man.  The Christian knight was not merely a warrior, 
but a moral exemplar—an embodiment of courage guided by 
faith, humility and justice.  The laws of Christian knighthood 
are unwritten, just as our Masonic Landmarks, each critically 
important in defining regularity without there being any agreed 
upon formation of those rules.

The concept of knighthood as a spiritual vocation arose in the 
eleventh and twelfth centuries, when the Church sought to 
transform the violence of the warrior class into a disciplined 
force for righteousness. Through the Peace of God and Truce 
of God movements, the Church sanctified arms-bearing by 
directing it toward the defense of the weak and the protection 
of the faith.  By the time of the Crusades, knighthood had 
become a religious ideal:  the knight as miles Christi—a soldier 
of Christ.  Writers such as Ramon Llull, in The Book of the 
Order of Chivalry, and the anonymous author of L’Ordene 
de Chevalerie articulated the moral code that would become 
known as the laws of Christian knighthood.

Foremost among these laws was the command to believe in and 
defend the Holy Catholic Faith (all of this before the Protestant 
Reformation).  The knight’s first allegiance was to God, whose 
truth he was bound to uphold with both word and sword.  His 
courage was to be an expression of faith, his service a form of 
devotion.  Closely allied to this was the duty to serve God before 
all things, recognizing divine law as the ultimate measure of right 
and wrong.  Every act of valor or loyalty was to be offered as 
service to Christ, the eternal King.

From this spiritual allegiance flowed the duty to defend the 
Church and its ministers.  Knights were charged to protect 
priests, monks, pilgrims and sacred places from desecration 
and violence.  This sacred guardianship extended also to 
the temporal order:  the knight was to protect the weak and 
defenseless, including widows, orphans and the poor.  In this, 
Christian knighthood transformed the warrior’s natural strength 
into a tool of mercy, binding might to right.

The knight’s obligations were not only martial but moral.  
He was to tell the truth and keep his word, for falsehood and 
perjury were seen as betrayals of both God and honor.  He was 
to be generous and despise avarice, offering his goods freely to 
those in need and refusing to profit from oppression or greed.  
He was to be humble and courteous, exemplifying gentleness 
and respect even in triumph.  In this way, the Christian knight’s 
demeanor reflected his inner piety:  humility before God 
translated into grace toward others.

Equally central to the code was the law of bravery and constancy 
in adversity.  The knight was to fear neither hardship nor death, 
trusting that divine providence governed all things.  Fortitude 
was therefore not merely physical courage but spiritual 
perseverance—a steadfast faith that no worldly trial could 
overcome.  Alongside fortitude stood justice, for the knight was 
called to obey lawful authority and uphold righteousness, acting 
not as an agent of vengeance but as an instrument of divine order.

Chivalric piety also extended to the reverence of womanhood.  To 
defend the honor of women was both a social and spiritual duty.  
The purity and dignity of women were viewed as reflections of the 
sanctity of the Virgin Mary and thus to protect them was to honor 
the mother of Christ herself.  Finally, the knight was to never 
refuse a challenge from the unjust, confronting evil wherever it 
appeared.  He was to use his strength to resist tyranny, oppression 
and blasphemy, for moral courage was the highest expression of 
chivalric virtue.

Underlying all these precepts were the theological virtues 
of Faith, Hope and Charity, the spiritual foundations of 
knighthood.  Faith united the knight to God’s truth; Hope gave 
him courage to endure the trials of battle and life; Charity 
expressed itself in his service to others.  The moral virtues—
Prudence, Justice, Fortitude and Temperance—were likewise 
essential, ordering his actions toward righteousness.  In their 
synthesis, the knightly ideal transformed the art of war into a 
form of worship and moral discipline.

In summary, the laws of Christian knighthood demanded that 
the knight be both warrior and saint: a soldier of Christ who 
fought not for conquest or pride, but for justice, mercy and 
faith.  His sword was consecrated to the defense of truth; his 
life, pledged to the service of God and the protection of the 
innocent.  The order of chivalry was established to maintain 
and defend the Faith, to honor God and to protect those who are 
unable to protect themselves.  These ancient laws, though born 
in a feudal age, continue to echo as timeless principles of moral 
courage and Christian duty—reminding all who wield power 
that true strength lies not in domination, but in service.

The Laws of Christian Knighthood
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Two hundred and one Knights Companions and 
seventy-one ladies and guests attended the 66th 
Annual Eastern Regional Assembly on November 
7-9, 2025 at the Red Lion Hotel Harrisburg/
Hershey, with a total of thirty-four conclaves 

from fifteen different states and the District of Columbia 
represented.  The following Eastern Regional states had all 
conclaves represented:  Connecticut, Delaware, District of 
Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania 
and Rhode Island.  Each of Massachusetts and Vermont had 
one conclave represented, Virginia two and West Virginia one.  
Also in attendance were Knights Companions from two other 
states/conclaves:  North Dakota/St. Felix and Texas Southern/
San Jacinto.

Victor K. Crooks, II, Grand Almoner, Chairman, welcomed 
the Knights Companions and ladies gathered at the informal 
welcome dinner on Friday night to start the busy Constantinian 
weekend. 

Following a General Meeting with the Grand Sovereign on 
Saturday morning, United States Premier Conclave conferred 
the Senate of Sovereigns degree on twenty-four candidates 
and the College of Viceroys degree on twenty candidates.  
After these degrees, the ladies joined the audience and Victor 
K. Crooks, II presented KC Brian R. Dodson, KCC, Most 
Illustrious Grand Sovereign and a Past Grand Master for 
Grand Lodge of Texas.  Other dignitaries introduced included 
many York Rite leaders, six Active Members of the Supreme 
Council Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, twelve Intendants 
General and four Past Intendants General.  Also from the 
United Grand Imperial Council were David Dixon Goodwin, 
MI Past Grand Sovereign; James E. Winzenreid, MI Past 
Grand Sovereign and Grand Preceptor of Grand Holy Royal 
Arch Chapter, KTP; and Jeffrey N. Nelson, Very Illustrious 
General Senior General, and Supreme Magus, SRICF.  The 
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania was represented by Larry 
A. Derr, RW Grand Master; Robert L. Dluge, Jr., RW Past 
Grand Master; Mark A. Haines, RW Grand Secretary; Peter 
M. Kraus, RW Deputy Grand Secretary; Lynn B. Baker, RW 
Grand Junior Warden; Jay W. Smith, RW Past Grand Master; 

and Thomas Gamon, IV, RW Past Grand Master.  Also present 
was William Karstens, IV, MW Grand Master of Grand Lodge 
of Vermont.

The Necrology Service followed with The Rev. Dr. Nathan 
Corl Minnich, officiating, and Victor K. Crooks II, Grand 
Almoner, and Thomas F. Miller, KCC, assisting.  Past Grand 
Sovereigns Reese L. Harrison, William R. Miller and Burch 
E. Zehner were remembered and honored along with fifty-four 
departed Knights Companions from twenty-four conclaves 
throughout the Eastern Region.

On Saturday afternoon, Knights Companions from 
Williamsport Conclave (Williamsport, PA) and St. James 
Conclave (Shamokin, PA) conferred the Order of the 
Red Cross of Constantine on nineteen candidates and the 
Appendant Orders on twenty-nine candidates. 

While the Knights Companions either received or observed 
the afternoon Orders, twenty-eight ladies enjoyed Holiday 
Crafts with Rhonda Conaway, assisted by Barb Fogarty and 
Diane Snear.  Others enjoyed area shopping.

That evening the Knights Companions and ladies/guests 
enjoyed the 66th Anniversary Banquet with The Dave Wilson 
- Jazz Trio entertaining.  Victor K. Crooks, II, Chairman, 
recognized the candidates in attendance; committee members 
(Richard and Mary Balas, Douglas Crum, Roger Early and 
Debra Clevenger, Tom and Cheryl Gamon, John and Ruth 
Habel, Mark and Karen Haines, Tom and Betty Miller, and 
Ken Seay and Paula Bolton); congratulated all degree cast 
members; and thanked all other attendees, as well as the 
outstanding staff of the Red Lion Hotel, Harrisburg Hershey.  
He then announced that the 67th Annual ERA will be held 
November 6-8, 2026 (always the first full weekend in 
November) at a new venue – the Best Western Premier, the 
Central Hotel, in Harrisburg (only 3.8 miles from the present 
site).

KC Brian Dodson, KCC, Most Illustrious Grand Sovereign, 
and Brother Larry A. Derr, RW Grand Master, Grand Lodge 
of Pennsylvania, gave remarks to conclude the evening.

66th Annual Eastern Regional Assembly
November 7-9, 2025
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St. Gabriel Conclave Annual Meeting
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