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Stanton T. Brown II was born in Independence, Missouri 
on January 29, 1947, the eldest son of Stanton T. 
Brown, Sr. and Shirley E. “Johnnie” (Johnson) 
Brown.  Brother Brown grew up in the Sibley 
and Buckner Missouri area and graduated from 
Fort Osage High School.  He attended the 

University of Missouri in Columbia prior to joining the military.  After four 
years in active military service and two years in the reserves in the Army 
Security Agency, he worked for the GSA as an FPO (Federal Protective 
Officer), then returned to college where he earned an accounting degree and 
began working in banking.  While attending college he began working as a 
teller in a local bank, and over a twenty-year period he moved from teller to 
Vice-President/Cashier.  He later moved from banking to managing the office 
for American International Aluminum.  He also owned a small independent 
insurance agency for several years.  

He became a Master Mason in 1971 at Buckner Lodge 
No. 501, where he served as Master in 1978.  He has 
served on several Grand Lodge committees including 
Insurance Committee, Ways and Means, President of 
the Children’s Foundation, President and Honorary 
Chairman of the Masonic Home of Missouri.  He 
served as District Deputy Grand Master of the 19th 
Masonic district in 2010-2011 and developed the 
DDGM manual.  He was appointed to the Grand 
Lodge of Missouri line in 2011 and continued to 
progress until he was elected and installed as 
the Grand Master in 2019-2020.

He is a Past High Priest of Independence 
Chapter No. 12 Royal Arch Masons, Past 
Illustrious Master of Independence Cryptic 
Council No. 49, Past Commander of 
Palestine Commandery No. 17, Past 
Assistant Grand Sentinel for the Grand 
Council of Cryptic Masons of Missouri 
and Inner Guard of Knights Templar for the 
Grand Commandery of Missouri.  Her served 
as Venerable Master of the Lodge of Perfection 
in the Valley of Kansas City of the Scottish 
Rite and is an Honorary 33° of the Southern 

Most  Illustrious Grand Sovereign 
Stanton T. Brown II, KGC
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Jurisdiction of the AASR.  Brother Brown is a member of 
Ararat Shrine in Kansas City and a Past Patron of Buckner 
Chapter No. 380, OES.

He is a past head of several local invitational masonic 
bodies including Harry S. Truman York Rite Sovereign 
College No. 167, Charlemagne Council No. 79 Knight 
Masons, Kilwinning Council No. 19 AMD, Missouri Past 
Commanders Association, Missouri Priory of KYCH, Court 
of Discovery Masonic Order of Athelstan, St. Thomas of 
Acon and the Sovereign Order of Knights Preceptory in 
Virginia.  He is treasurer of his Rosicrucian college and 
several other masonic bodies.  He has memberships in 
other masonic bodies including Royal Order of Scotland, 
Missouri Lodge of Research, National Sojourners Kansas 
City Chapter No. 63, Order of the Silver Trowel, Holy Royal 
Arch Knight Templar Priests, Order of High Priesthood 
RAM, Tall Cedars, DeMolay’s Honorary Legion of Honor, 
CBCS, Grand College of Rites, Order of Bath, Red Branch 
of Eri and several other invitational bodies.

Nationally he served as Grand Sword Bearer for St. Thomas 
of Acon, Grand Masters Council and is currently serving 
as Provincial Grand Senior Warden for the United States 
Province of the Masonic Order of Athelstan for England, 
Wales and its Provinces Overseas.  He has a Past Grand 
Rank of Past Senior Grand Warden for Athelstan.  He 
serves as Most Eminent Grand 
Prior for the Grand Master’s 
Council for St. Thomas of 
Acon, USA.  He is serving as 

Chancellor General for the York Rite Sovereign College of 
North America.

Locally he has served various community and service 
organizations as treasurer, including the Chamber of 
Commerce, Boy Scouts and as a division head for a 
local recreational league.  He also served as President of 
Community Service League, a local charity for assisting 
unemployed and under employed households find housing 
and assist in winterizing existing homes.

On March 18, 2008, he joined the Red Cross of Constantine 
at Mary Conclave where he has served as Puissant Sovereign.  
He served as Grand Orator of the United Grand Imperial 
Council in 2012 – 2013.  He has served on the UGIC 
Committee on Rituals and Ritualistic Matters since June 8, 
2013.  He was elected to the progressive line in the United 
Grand Imperial Council as Grand Almoner on August 25, 
2020.  He was installed as Most Illustrious Grand Sovereign 
of the United Imperial Council, Knights of the Red Cross 
of Constantine and Appendant Orders, on June 8, 2024 in 
Syracuse, New York and was then invested with the Knight 
Grand Cross.  His father, Stanton T. Brown, Sr., served as 
Most Illustrious Grand Sovereign in 1996 – 1997.

In 1971, our Grand Sovereign married Janice (Clark) 
Brown, who passed away in 2011, and that 

union produced two children:  
Patrick and Mary.  He has five 
grandchildren. 
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This is a preliminary report on the 152nd Annual 
Assembly of the United Grand Imperial 
Council, held at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel 
Syracuse, 6301 State Route 298, East Syracuse, 
New York, on June 6 – June 8, 2024.  A complete 

report on the 152nd Annual Assembly will be included in the 
Transactions for the just completed Constantinian year.

The officers installed for the 2024 – 2025 Constantinian 
year were:
Grand Sovereign........................... Stanton T. Brown II, KGC
 Grand Viceroy................................... Brian R. Dodson, KCC
Grand Senior General................. Lloyd F. Christopher, KCC
Grand Junior General..................................Jeffrey N. Nelson
Grand Treasurer.................. Joe R. Manning, Jr., KGC, KCC
Grand Recorder................................. R. Stephen Doan, KGC
Grand Trustee (2025)...................................Glenn D. Woody
Grand Trustee (2026).................................. David W. Studley
Grand Trustee (2027)........................................ John L. Logan
Grand Chancellor........................................ Bryce B. Hildreth
Grand Almoner................................................. Glen A. Cook
Grand Chamberlain....................................Russell E. Bridges
Grand Orator........................................Aaron M. Shoemaker

Grand Standard Bearer......................William A. Garrard, Jr.
Grand Marshal............................................... Kevin B. Sample
Grand Herald...............................................John W. Siscel, III
Grand Sentinel......................................... Danny D. Smothers
Grand High Prelate..........................David J. Kussman, KCC
Grand Chaplain............................................Richard A. Riepe

New Intendants General:
Alabama...................................................Sidney R. Cooley, Sr.
Georgia Northern............................. Benjamin W. Polston, II
Kansas.............................................................Allan D. Jackson
Michigan................................................... Raymond E. Fowler
New Hampshire..............................................David S. Collins
New Jersey...................................................... David C. Bruner
Pennsylvania Western.......................................Roger B. Early
Rhode Island............................................. James F. Desmarais
Utah............................................................. Jeffrey E Hamilton

Committees were appointed for the 2024 – 2025 Constantinian 
year.  A complete listing of these appointments may be found 
on the UGIC website:  
https://redcrossconstantine.org/committees/.

Report on the 152nd Annual Assembly of the 
United Grand Imperial Council
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In accordance with §402.020 of the Constitution and Statutes 
and Regulations, the Grand Sovereign with the concurrence 
of the Grand Viceroy conferred the Order of Knight 
Commander of Constantine on two Knights Companions:  
Knights Companions Stanley O. Simons and John A. Habel, 
Jr.  Each conferral was recognized warmly by the Knights 
Companions present.

The UGIC budgets for the current Constantinian year were 
adopted as presented.

No amendments were made to the Constitution and Statutes 
and Regulations of the United Grand Imperial Council.

The Grand Treasurer and Grand Recorder delivered their 
annual reports.  The Board of Control delivered its account 
of its receipts and disbursements, together with an inventory 
covering all of its investments and funds.

The 153rd Annual Assembly of the United Grand Imperial 
Council will be held on June 5 - 8, 2025 at the Embassy 
Suites by Hilton, KC Airport, 7640 NW Tiffany Springs 
Pkwy, Kansas City, MO 64153.  Registration forms will be 
available on the UGIC website in early 2025.
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2024 
1-2 November................................................................................ 65th Annual Eastern Regional Assembly,

Red Lion Hotel, 4751 Lindle Road, Harrisburg, PA

8-9 November....................................................................................... North Carolina Divisional Assembly, 
Winston Salem Masonic Center, 4537 Country Club Road, Winston Salem, NC 27104

16 November................................................................... Georgia Statewide Assembly, Warner Robins, GA

2024
11 January............................................................................. Tennessee Divisional Assembly, Nashville, TN

6-9 February.................................................AMD Masonic Week, Hyatt Regency Hotel, Crystal City, VA

15-19 February................................................................ Conference of Grand Masters, Myrtle Beach, SC

4 March......................................................... 39th Annual Northwest Regional Assembly, Kennewick, WA

18 April........................................ Good Friday Breakfast, St. Simeon Stylites Conclave, Washington, DC

19-20 April...................................................................................... Grand Encampment Easter Observance

5-7 June........................................................................................................... 153rd UGIC Annual Assembly
Embassy Suites by Hilton Kansas City International Airport
7640 N. W. Tiffany Springs Parkway, Kansas City MO 64153

Tentative Calendar of
Upcoming Events in 2024/25
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Elected Officers of  the
United Grand Imperial CouncilStanton T. Brown II, KGC

Most Illustrious 
Grand Sovereign

Brian R. Dodson, KCC
Most Eminent 
Grand Viceroy

Lloyd F. Christopher, KCC
Very Illustrious Grand

Senior General

Jeffrey N. Nelson
Very Illustrious Grand

Junior General

Joe R. Manning, Jr. KGC, KCC
Right Illustrious
Grand Treasurer

R. Stephen Doan, KGC
Right Illustrious
Grand Recorder

John L. Logan
Illustrious Grand Trustee

(2027)

Glenn D. Woody
Illustrious Grand Trustee

(2025)

David W. Studley
Illustrious Grand Trustee

(2026)

Bryce B. Hildreth
Illustrious Grand 

Chancellor

Glen A. Cook
Illustrious Grand

Almoner
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Appointed Officers of  the
United Grand Imperial Council

Russell E. Bridges
Illustrious Grand 

Chamberlain

Aaron M. Shoemaker
Illustrious Grand 

Orator

William A. Garrard, Jr., 
Illustrious Grand
Standard Bearer

Kevin B. Sample
Illustrious Grand 

Marshal

Danny D. Smothers
Illustrious Grand

Sentinel

David J. Kussman, KCC
Illustrious Grand

High Prelate

Richard A. Riepe
Illustrious Grand

Chaplain

John W. Siscel, III
Illustrious Grand

Herald



The Byzantium10

United Grand Imperial Council

Scripture gives us two significant creation stories, each with a unique insight on the human condition.  The first 
of these stories opens the Old Testament:

Genesis 1:

1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 

2 the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters. 

3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 

26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

Genesis 2:

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. 

16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 

17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 

Genesis 3:

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, 
“Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden?’” 

2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 

3 �but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, 
or you shall die.’ “ 

4 But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 

5 �for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil.” 

6 �So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 
was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who 
was with her, and he ate. 

13 �Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent 
tricked me, and I ate.”

23 Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was taken. 

The Serpent and the Word
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24 �He drove out the man; and at the east of the garden of Eden he placed the cherubim, and a sword flaming and 
turning to guard the way to the tree of life.  

The second story is the cornerstone of the New Testament:
John 1:

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

14 �And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, 
full of grace and truth.  

The serpent in Genesis and the Word in John’s gospel are two pivotal figures in their respective biblical narratives, 
serving as symbolic representations of opposing forces.

The Serpent in Genesis represents temptation and sin.  The serpent, often referred to as the “evil one,” is depict-
ed as the instigator of humanity’s fall from grace.  By tempting Adam and Eve to disobey God’s command, the 
serpent introduces sin and death into the world.  It represents deception and lies.  The serpent’s cunning nature is 
evident in its use of deception to persuade Adam and Eve to doubt God’s goodness and authority. Its lies about 
the consequences of disobedience set the stage for humanity’s downfall.  It is the antithesis of God.  The serpent’s 
actions directly oppose God’s will and purpose.  It represents the forces of evil, darkness, and temptation that seek 
to undermine God’s creation and dominion.

The Word in John’s Gospel represents Divine creation and sustenance.  The Word, identified as Jesus Christ, is 
described as the agent of creation, the source of life, and the sustainer of the universe.  He is the ultimate expres-
sion of God’s love and power.  The Word is Truth and Light, wisdom, and enlightenment.  He is the source of all 
knowledge and understanding, and His teachings illuminate the path to salvation.  It overcomes darkness.  The 
Word’s coming into the world is seen as a victory over the forces of darkness and sin.  His life, death, and resur-
rection defeat the power of the serpent and offer hope for humanity’s redemption.

While the serpent and the Word represent opposing forces, they also share a common element: they both serve as 
intermediaries between the divine and the human realms.  The serpent tempts humanity to disobey God, while the 
Word reveals God’s love and truth to humanity.

The serpent in Genesis and the Word in John’s gospel are two significant figures in biblical theology.  The serpent 
represents the forces of evil and temptation, while the Word embodies the divine nature of Jesus Christ and the 
hope of salvation.  Their contrasting roles highlight the eternal struggle between good and evil, light and darkness, 
truth and falsehood.
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Mary Conclave and the five other 
Conclaves of Missouri will be 
welcoming our members to the 153rd 
Annual Assembly for the United 
Grand Imperial Council of the 

Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine and Appendant 
Orders for the United States and Its Jurisdiction.  The 
sessions will be held in Kansas City, Missouri on June 
5-7, 2025 at the Embassy Suites by Hilton, KC Airport, 
7640 NW Tiffany Springs Pkwy, Kansas City, MO 
64153, located eight minutes from the newly renovated 
Kansas City International Airport (MCI).  Nonstop 
service is available from fifty-eight cities to MCI.  
Airlines serving MCI are Alaska, American, Delta, 
Frontier, Southwest and United.  The hotel provides 
frequent shuttle service from the airport to the hotel 

and back.  The committee will make sure that adequate 
transportation is available for all!

A trip to the Harry S Truman Presidential Library 
is planned along with some good shopping for the 
ladies and of course some good barbeque.  There is a 
possibility of other activities and guests.  

The weather in June in Kansas City is mild with average 
highs for the last 30 years in the mid 80’s to lows in the 
mid 60’s.  Rain is possible approximately one third of 
the month or about ten days.  It is typically sunny 68% 
of the daylight hours.  

We look forward to greeting you in Kansas City in June 
of 2025!

153rd Annual Assembly in Kansas City
June 5-7, 2025
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W e are all aware of who Constantine 
the Great was, what took place at 
Milvian Bridge in 312 AD and the 
impact on world history, but you 
might not know the background 

of Rome that led to this event.  History is 
typically thought of as a series of names, 
dates, and places, but often overlooks 
the two most important points of how 
and why.  In studying Rome, the first 
point involves its ascendency from a 
small village to dominant power on the 
Mediterranean Sea.  The second point is 
why Rome was able to maintain its political 
and military dominance for over 600 years.  
A study of Roman History provides 
us with a better understanding 
of the evolvement of time 
and setting in which 
Constantine the Great 
lived and ruled.

Tradition has it 
that Rome was 
established in the 
8th century BC 
with the story 
of Romulus and 
Remus.  The twin 
boys were raised by 
a “she wolf” on the site 
that would become Rome.  
Like every other community, 
Rome needed a fresh water 
source and was therefore located 
on the Tiber River, which flows through 
the western side of present Italy.  A mutual 
cooperation saw farmers trading their surplus 
food commodities to craftsmen, fishermen, 
and merchants, thus establishing a 
cooperative economic exchange.  By the 

5th century BC, Rome had occupied most of central 
Italy.  By the 3rd century BC, it had taken control of the 
entire Italian Peninsula. 

As Rome grew, it came into conflict with Carthage.  
Carthage, a superpower of the western 

Mediterranean, controlled North Africa 
and the western seacoast of Spain.  (The 
Carthaginians trace their origins to the 
Phoenicians of modern-day Lebanon who 
were noted for their skills as ship buildings, 
seamen, and merchants.  These same people 
can be tied to Masonry in that Hiram King 

of Tyre was from this same area.)  Between 
246 BC and 146 BC, Rome and Carthage 

fought three major wars known 
as the Punic Wars.  Rome 

eventually won giving itself 
sole control of the western 

Mediterranean.  In the 
next century and a half, 

Rome’s dominance 
would spread to 
conquer Greece 
(112 BC), the 

Seleucid Kingdom 
(63 BC) (which 
stretched from 

present day Turkey 
to the Persian Gulf), 

Gaul/France (51 BC), and 
Egypt (30 BC).  It should 

be noted that during this 
ascendancy to power, Rome’s 

form of government changed from 
a kingdom to a republic, and finally to an 

Empire.  By 43 AD Rome’s dominance had 
stretched to include Britania (England).

When studying Roman History two major 
questions need to be considered:  1) What 

Rome and Constantine the Great
Charles J. Clampitt, St. Hilary Conclave, Fort Wayne, Indiana
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was unique about Rome that allowed it to become the 
superpower to dominate this vast area that comprised 
its Empire?  2) How was Rome able to conquer and 
control this vast area for over 600 years from the end 
of the 3rd Punic War in 146 BC until the fall of the 
Western Roman Empire in 476 BC? 

It would be easy to assume that Rome’s longevity could 
be attributed to a settled form of government and an 
orderly form of succession of leaders, but nothing could 
be farther from the truth.  Ascension to power during 
the empire would best be described as a “blood sport.”  
Coups, assassinations, and civil wars were often the 
norm yet with all the frequent changes in leadership, 
Rome continued to survive and prosper.  Throughout 
Rome’s history, it developed and maintained a number 
of practices that would contribute to its success, namely, 
standard of living and longevity. 

Rome never undertook to conquer territory that did not 
yield more benefit than its cost.  A look at the map of 
the Roman Empire at its peak in 117 AD points this 
out.  Rome possessed North Africa because it served as 
a grain basket, producing more wheat than it consumed 
while inland lack of rainfall, rocky soil, mountains, and 
barbarous tribes prevented value from further conquest.  
This same principle applied to controlling the irrigated 
lands of the Nile and the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers 
while ignoring vast regions of non-arable desert.  Rome 

used the Danube and Rhine 
Rivers as its northern 
border, as the areas north 
and east of these two rivers 
were inhabited by the 
warlike Germanic Tribes of 
the Goths and Visigoths. 

As Rome’s conquered 
territories grew, it needed 
a continuous supply of 
military personnel for 
both its army and navy.  
As a result, Rome freely 
recruited from its conquered 
territories.  Recruits were 
sought throughout the 

empire with volunteers enlisting for twenty-five years.  
Military personnel were volunteering because they were 
paid, fed, clothed, armed, and given the opportunity for 
the highest promotion.  Upon retirement the serviceman 
was paid a retirement, given Roman citizenship, 
exempted from taxes, given farmland in frontier areas, 
and provided with their weapons to take with them.  In 
turn, the veterans served as the “eyes and ears” of the 
army on the frontiers and when needed in a time of war 
in their area, could be called up as a militia to support 
the regular army.

During most of this 600-year period, the Roman Army 
was the best professional army in the world.  Innovations 
included an organizational structure used by countries 
throughout the world today.  Squads (10), platoons 
(30), companies (100), brigades, regiments, battalions, 
divisions, corps, and armies were created.  In addition 
to infantry, armies also had specialty organizations that 
included supply, engineering, and medical servicemen.  
The army developed a superior standardization of 
weapons which included large, curved shields, a short 
broad sword, a short spear used for thrusting, body 
armor and metal helmet.  Tactics were much more 
advanced as well, which included specifics maneuvers 
for fighting and command communication by flags and 
bugles.
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Once a territory was conquered, Rome set up Client 
Kings to rule and administer.  A prime example is 
Herod Antipas in the New Testament in Palestine and 
Judea.  Herod was of a Jewish noble family who ruled 
at the time of Jesus’s birth.  Herod was made king and 
allowed to control his own government, collect taxes, 
and maintain his own police force.  Taxes were collected 
by Jewish tax collectors, like the Apostle Matthew, with 
the King responsible for paying a fixed amount of taxes 
collected to Rome.  Rome did have a Roman Governor or 
Procurator (Pontius Pilate) whose responsibility was to 
maintain order, command the Roman military, maintain 
forts and outposts along trade routes, and on the frontier, 
to prevent robbery or warn against invasion.  

Another significant contribution of the Romans was 
that they were great builders.  To improve travel and 
communication Rome built 50,000 miles of roads 
throughout its Empire.  Like the famous Appian Way, 
most of these were of paved stone which included gutters 
to handle runoff water.  An innovation to aid travel was 
a standardized width of roads.  All vehicles including 
wagons, carts, chariots, etc.  were required to use a 
standard width between the wheels of 4 ft 8 ¼ inches and 
road width wide enough to allow two vehicles moving in 
opposite directions to easily pass one another.  (Although 
various arguments exist, this same axle dimension is 
used as the width between rails for trains in England and 
later in the United States.)  Other building innovations 
included the development of cement, the Roman Arch 
(used in buildings, doorways, bridges, and aqueducts), 

and the use of standardized measurements including 
length, area, volume, weight, and time.

The Romans for all their inventiveness, were great 
borrowers freely taking ideas from other countries 
and cultures that would benefit them.  From the Italian 
Etruscans they took the modern alphabet that we use 
today (altered from what the Greeks used).  Architectural 
features were taken from ancient Greece to add beauty 
in construction and the Arabic numbering system was 
incorporated for commerce, government, building, and 
mathematics.

Rome prevented resistance or revolt from conquered 
territories by allowing a great amount of freedom.  In 
addition to appointing Client Kings, the Romans allowed 
religious freedom and continued use of local languages.  
Rome also improved conditions throughout the Empire 
by standardizing weights and measures for commerce 
and protecting against banditry and piracy.  While use 
of local language was permitted, Latin became the 
standardized language for commerce, government, and 
military.  (Latin, as a language, has had a huge impact on 
the western world.  It is the basis for the modern Romanic 
Languages of Italian, French, Spanish, and Portuguese, 
while English also uses a large number of Latin words.  
Latin was for many centuries the language of science, 
medicine, and law and was used in education and higher 
learning well into the 18th century in Europe.)  Rome was 
also a major contributor to law, especially commercial 
law.  Even today Latin words and Roman legal principles 
are used such as terra firma (firm ground), bona fide 
(with good faith), caveat (may he beware), caveat emptor 
(let the buyer beware), ex post factor (after the fact), 
guardian, innuendo, in toto, and the principals of judge, 
jury, and lawyer.  

The last major development of the Empire was the 
availability of fresh pure water.  With the advent of the 
aqueduct, water could be transported great distances 
from the mountains to populous areas.  Abundant pure 
water was not only used for drinking and cooking, but 
it was also used for public baths and sewer systems.  
Public baths were available to all throughout the Empire 
and often included steam baths.  Pure water and the 
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removal of waste had a great impact on public health, 
preventing waterborne diseases such as cholera and 
typhus.  By comparison, London had a population of 
10-20,000 people in 1100 AD, while Rome at its height, 
had a population of one million. 

Eventually the Roman Empire became so unwieldy 
to govern because of its size, that it was divided into 
eastern and western empires.  A vertical line was drawn 
from the Danube River in the north along the eastern 
side of the Adriatic Sea to north Africa with the city of 
Rome continuing to serve as the west’s capital city.  In 
330 AD, Constantine moved the capital to the Greek 
city of Byzantium on the European side of the Bosporus 
Strait, which guards the connection between the Black 
Sea and the Aegean Sea.  Constantine called the city 
New Rome, but it was later renamed Constantinople 
in his honor.  It eventually became the capital of the 
Eastern Roman Empire.  Rome and the Western Roman 
Empire fell to the Barbarians in 476 AD.  The Eastern, 
or Byzantine Empire, would continue for another 1000 
years until 1453 AD.

At its greatest reaches the Roman Empire stretched from 
the Persian Gulf to modern day England (Britannia) a 
distance of over 3,100 miles, a distance greater than 
from New York City to San Francisco.  While it existed 
for centuries, like every world power, it eventually 
failed.  It gave way to corruption, unemployment (said 
to be the result of widespread use of slave labor), and 
frequent civil wars.  Even with all its faults, Rome 
was arguably the longest existing civilization/empire 
in history.  Its significance was widespread and can be 
seen today in the legacy that it left behind.

Constantine proved to be a transformative figure in 
history.  By relocating the Roman capital to the east, 
he created a center of arts and science, commerce, 
architecture, and learning that was arguably the world’s 
most influential city of the Middle Ages.  In addition 
to his military and political leadership, his contribution 
to Christianity could be said to be pivotal.  He ended 
governmental persecution of Christianity and called 
and conducted Councils that established and formalized 
much of Christian theology practiced today. 

The religious and political influence of the Byzantine 
Empire reached its zenith under Emperor Justinian I who 
reigned from 527 to 565 AD.  The magnificent Hagia 
Sophia (Holy Wisdom in English) was built during his 
reign, originally a church, later a mosque and now a 
museum.  The territorial boundaries of the Byzantine 
Empire then stretched across the Mediterranean Sea.  
This highwater mark was short lived when the Empire 
came into direct conflict with the birth of Islam in 610 
AD as it exploded out of the Arabian desert.  By 661 
AD Islam stretched across north Africa to Afghanistan, 
taking a good portion of the Byzantine territory in the 
process.  Islam spread by religious zeal and conversion 
by the sword.  Nominally Eastern Orthodox Christians, 
who were not Greek, welcomed new rulers with 
customs closer to their own.  Islamic possession of 
the Holy Lands set the stage for a series of Christian 
Crusades starting in 1096.  The on-going military 
conflict, religious fervency and political strife between 
Christians and Muslims arising during the Crusades 
remains a primary reason for instability in the Middle 
East today. 

Note:  
Constantine’s Lasting Influence on Christianity 
313 AD �Edict of Milan – Declared tolerance of 

Christianity.

325 AD �Council of Nicaea – Declares Jesus as divine 
and the begotten of the Father (Jesus, the 
Son of God) and also determines the date of 
observance of Easter as the first Sunday after 
the 1st full moon after the Spring Solstice, 
March 21st .

380 AD �Edict of Thessalonica – Made Nicene 
Christianity the State Church of the Roman 
Empire.  It condemned other Christian creeds, 
such as Arianism, as heresies.  (Arianism 
maintained that the Son of God was created by 
the Father and was therefore neither coeternal 
with the Father, nor consubstantial).

381 AD �Creed of Constantinople - Holy Spirit as 
worshipped and glorified with the Father and 
the Son.
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G od so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him might have eternal life.
Jesus said to the chief priests and the 
elders of the people:

“Hear another parable.
There was a landowner who planted a vineyard,

put a hedge around it,
dug a wine press in it, and built a tower.

Then he leased it to tenants and went on a journey.
When vintage time drew near,

he sent his servants to the tenants to obtain his 
produce.

But the tenants seized the servants and one they beat,
another they killed, and a third they stoned.

Again he sent other servants, more numerous than the 
first ones,

but they treated them in the same way.
Finally, he sent his son to them,

thinking, ‘They will respect my son.’
But when the tenants saw the son, they said to one 

another,
‘This is the heir.

Come, let us kill him and acquire his inheritance.’
They seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and 

killed him.
What will the owner of the vineyard do to those 

tenants when he comes?”
They answered him,

“He will put those wretched men to a wretched death
and lease his vineyard to other tenants

who will give him the produce at the proper times.”
Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the 

Scriptures:

The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone;

by the Lord has this been done,
and it is wonderful in our eyes?

Therefore, I say to you,
the Kingdom of God will be taken away from you
and given to a people that will produce its fruit.”

When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his 
parables,

they knew that he was speaking about them.
And although they were attempting to arrest him,
they feared the crowds, for they regarded him as a 

prophet.
-Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46

As Masons, we know that the cornerstone anchors 
and supports the entire building.  It provides stability 
and strength.  Metaphorically, Jesus is the cornerstone 
of the kingdom of God.  His teachings, sacrifice and 
resurrection form the indestructible foundation upon 
which the Church is built.

The parable tells the story of the vineyard tenants 
who reject and kill those sent by the landowner.  The 
vineyard represents the world.  The parable represents 
the rejection of God’s prophets and of Jesus himself.  
The landowner (God) ultimately takes back the vineyard 
and gives it to those who will accept his Son.  Even 
though Jesus was rejected, his kingdom ultimately 
prevails.  The reference to the cornerstone emphasizes 
Jesus’ central and foundational role in God’s plan of 
salvation.  It highlights His endurance despite His 
initial rejection.

Christ is the Cornerstone
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If God forgives us we must forgive ourselves otherwise it’s like setting up 
ourselves as a higher tribunal than Him.  – C.S. Lewis

As we struggle to subdue our passions and improve ourselves in Masonry, we have a valuable allegory to help us:  
the building of King Solomon’s Temple.  We begin to understand that those who best can work and best agree can 
be rewarded by more than admission to that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  By treating one 
another and those outside the lodge with brotherly love, relief and truth, we can live now like what we expect in 
Heaven.  As we learn in the Order of Knights of the Holy Sepulchre, for want of territory, we now build Temples 
and Tabernacles in our hearts.

Forgiveness
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In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light, my strength, my song
This cornerstone, this solid ground

Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease

My comforter, my all in all
Here in the love of Christ I stand

In Christ alone who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless babe

This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save

Till on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid

Here in the death of Christ I live
There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious day
Up from the grave He rose again

And as He stands in victory
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me

For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ

No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From life’s first cry to final breath

Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man

Can ever pluck me from His hand
Till He returns or calls me home

Here in the power of Christ I’ll stand
Songwriters: Keith Getty / Stuart Townend
In Christ Alone lyrics © Capitol Christian Music Group, Capitol 
CMG Publishing

In Christ Alone
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The Lion of the Tribe of Judah is a significant 
symbol in both Jewish and Christian 
traditions, representing the power, authority 
and kingship associated with the 
tribe of Judah and, 

ultimately, with Jesus Christ.   

In Jewish tradition, the phrase 
originates from Jacob’s 
blessing of his son Judah 
in Genesis 49:9, where he 
compares Judah to a lion’s 
cub and a lion.  This suggests 
that Judah’s descendants would 
be powerful and dominant.  The 
blessing also prophesies that 
the “scepter of Judah” (symbol 
of authority) would not depart 
from Judah.  This is often 
interpreted as a reference to 
the Messiah, who would come 
from the tribe of Judah. 

In Christian tradition, the Lion 
of the Tribe of Judah is a Messianic 
symbol.  Jesus Christ is often referred to 
as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, fulfilling the 
prophecy of a powerful king from Judah.  The phrase 
appears in the Book of Revelation 5:5:

And one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep!  See, 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 
triumphed.  He is able to open the scroll and its seven 
seals.”

In this passage, an elder comforts the seer after no one 
in creation is able to open a scroll with seven seals to 
view a message from God.  The elder tells the seer that 
Christ, also known as the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
has the right to open the scroll.  The Lion of Judah is 
a symbol of the House of David, the tribe of Judah, 
and the person Judah.  In Judaism, the Lion of Judah 
represents victory over opponents and winning battles. 

In C. S. Lewis’s Chronicles of Narnia, the lion named 
Aslan is possibly a messianic figure foreshadowed in 
this verse of Revelation.

The symbolism of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah is 
often paired with the symbolism 

of the Lamb of God.  This 
combination represents 
Jesus’ dual nature as both a 
powerful conqueror and a 
gentle sacrificial lamb.   

The Lion of the Tribe of Judah 
is a symbol of power and 
authority.  The lion is seen as the 
king of the beasts, representing 
strength, courage, and 
dominion.   It is a symbol of 
kingship.  The phrase is thus 
associated with the Messiah, 
who is often depicted as a 
king.   It is a symbol of victory.  

The Lion is often associated 
with overcoming challenges and 

enemies.   It is a symbol of divinity.  In 
Christian tradition, the Lion of the Tribe of 

Judah is seen as a symbol of Jesus’ divine nature.   

The Lion of Judah is the official emblem of the city of 
Jerusalem because it was the capital of the Kingdom of 
Judah, which was named after the tribe of Judah. 

The Lion of the Tribe of Judah continues to be a 
significant symbol in both Jewish and Christian 
traditions, representing the power, authority, and 
kingship associated with the tribe of Judah and, 
ultimately, with Jesus Christ.

In Freemasonry, the Lion’s Paw symbolizes the strength 
of the fraternity and the unwavering bond among its 
members, strong enough to raise a fallen brother.

Lion of the Tribe of Judah
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Saint John Chrysostom was a prominent figure in the early Christian Church, renowned for his eloquence 
and his fearless criticism of societal and ecclesiastical corruption.  The epithet “Chrysostom” means 
“golden mouthed” in Greek, a testament to his exceptional oratory skills.   Saint John Chrysostom lived 
from approximately 347 to 407 AD.  He lived in Antioch which was in the Roman Empire at the time.

Here are some key reasons why he was important:
Powerful preaching:  Chrysostom’s sermons were renowned for their clarity, passion and ability to connect with 
people from all walks of life.  He was particularly effective at using biblical texts to address contemporary social 
and political issues.

Social reformer:  He was a vocal critic of social injustice, poverty and the abuse of power by both the Church 
and the state.  His sermons often challenged the wealthy and powerful to live more compassionate and charitable 
lives. 

Ecclesiastical reformer:  Chrysostom also sought to reform the Church from within.  He advocated for greater 
discipline among clergy and opposed the growing influence of wealth and worldly power within the Church.  
 
Liturgical influence:  The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom, a widely used liturgical service in the 
Orthodox and Eastern Catholic Churches, is named after him.   

Legacy:  His writings and sermons continue to be studied and admired today, and he is considered one of the 
greatest Fathers of the Church. 
  
In summary, Saint John Chrysostom was a significant figure in the early Christian Church due to his powerful 
preaching, social and ecclesiastical reforms and lasting influence on liturgical practices.   

The following prayer is one of my favorites and is attributed to Saint John Chrysostom:

Almighty God, who has given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplications to you 
and promised that when two or three are gathered together in your name you will grant their requests: fulfill now, 
O Lord, the desires and petitions of your servants, as may be most expedient for them; granting us in this world 
knowledge of your truth, and in the world to come life everlasting.  Amen.

Saint John Chrysostom
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