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GRAND SOVEREIGN’S BIOGRAPHY  

 
Robert Sullivan Finley was born on February 22, 1936 in Albuquerque, New Mexico to Robert Rankin and Mary 

Jane Sullivan Finley. 

Robert’s father was working for the Soil Conservation Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  At that 

time he was instrumental in surveying much of the Southwest, including the Grand Canyon. 

He was then transferred to Western New York in late 1948.  At that time Robert attended and graduated from 

Bemus Point High school in 1954 and attended Jamestown Community College for 2 years.  After college he 

enlisted in the United States Air Force and was stationed in Maine for 2 years where he attended on base classes 

from the University of Maine. 

After being discharged he returned to Jamestown, New York and became active in St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, 

where he served as an Acolyte, Dean of Acolytes, Choir member for 30 years, a licensed Lay Reader and 

Vestryman for over 25 years.  While he was serving on the Vestry, he discovered that every member was a Master 

Mason, he petitioned the Lodge in 1970. 

It was here he met his wife of 54 years, Katherine (Kay).  They were married in 1961 and at that time Robert 

became associated with C.H. Bromley Motor Lines. (Kay’s Dad).  He worked as a truck driver and later a 

supervisor.  The business was sold in 1970 and he became Customer Service Manager for large local sheet metal 

fabrication  company, and was promoted to New York State Sales Manager.  Clients included Eastman Kodak, 

IBM, and Zerox. 

Also at this time he was associated with a local radio station and worked as a sports play-by-play announcer, 

broadcasting over 1500 games, both at the high school level and at the 2 and 4 year college level.  He had the 

opportunity to broadcast the NJCAA basketball tournament from Hutchinson, KS, 4 times. 

The opportunity arose to purchase a local bedding manufacturing plant and he resigned from his current position 

and purchased and operated it for about 10 years. 

Again an opportunity arose and he sold the mattress factory and purchased a small market radio station and served 

as President for 8 years.  While serving as President he served on the Board of Directors of ABC Information 

Radio. 

Again a career change and he went into the automobile business as a Salesman and Sales Manager for 3 local 

dealers, retiring in 1999. 

He holds membership in several local Social Clubs, Rotary (retired), American Legion, War Veterans, Vikings 

and served as Exalted Ruler of the local Elks Lodge.
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GRAND SOVEREIGN’S MASONIC BIOGRAPHY  

 

Brother Finley was raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason in Mount Moriah Lodge No. 145, Jamestown, 

NY in June of 1970.  He holds plural membership in Peacock Lodge No. 696, Mayville, NY where he served as 

Master in 1985 and Carroll Lodge No. 1147, Frewsburg, NY. 

 

He served the Grand Lodge of New York as District Deputy Grand Master in 2000-2002, and as Deputy Grand 

Standard Bearer and Grand Standard Bearer 2002-2006. In 2006-2010 he served as Deputy Grand Marshal and 

Grand Marshal. In 2003 he received the Grand Lodge Award of Appreciation. In 2010 he was awarded the 

Chancellor Robert Livingston Medal. 

 

Brother Finley served on the Grand Lodge Committee for Charters and Dispensations, Committee on Masonic 

Benevolence, and Committee on Endowments. He is an Honorary Member of the Metro District Deputies 

Association 2004-2006 

 

Brother Finley has had a very active involvement in Scottish Rite Masonry, having received his degrees in 1970 

in the Valley of Jamestown, NY. He served at Most Wise Master in Jamestown Chapter of Rose Croix and 

Commander in Chief of the Jamestown Consistory, Treasurer, and Director of Works. He was coroneted a 33º 

Honorary Member of Supreme Council in 1982. He was created an Honorary Thrice Potent Master and an 

Honorary Sovereign Prince in the Valley of Jamestown.  He is also an Honorary Member of the Valley of 

Rochester, NY. 

 

At the Supreme Council level he has served as Secretary of the New York Council of Deliberation. 

He was selected to serve as a Marshal of the Camp in the 33rd Degree, 2005-2006. Currently he is Director of the 

Marshals of the Camp in the 33rd Degree. 

 

Companion Finley is also a Masonic leader in the York Rite Bodies. He received all his York Rite Degrees in a 

York Rite Festival in Jamestown, NY in the fall of 1972. 

 

He served as High Priest of Western Sun Chapter No. 67, in Jamestown in 1995 and is currently Grand 

Representative from Maryland to New York. He holds the high honor of the Order of Old Saratoga. 

 

Brother Finley served as Illustrious Master of Dunkirk Council No. 25, Dunkirk, NY in 1994 and was elected to 

the Grand Line in 1995.  He is a member of St. George’s Council of Anointed Kings. 

 

Sir Knight Finley was Commander of Jamestown Commandery No. 61, 1999-2002, he is also a Member of 

Dunkirk Commandery No. 40, Empire State Commandery No. 83, Blaney Commandery No. 5, Tremont, IL and 

Jamestown Past Commanders Association. He is the Grand Representative of Illinois to New York. 

 

Sir Knight Finley is a former member of Willermoz Lodge No. 1, The Grand Priory of the Reformed and Rectified 

Rite of the U.S.A., Chevaliers Bienfaisants de la Cite Sainte (CBCS.)  

 

He holds the rank of Knight Commander of the Temple (KCT) and has served an Aide-de-camp for the Grand 

Master of the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar. He is a member of the Royal Society of Knights Occidental, 

and holds the rank and dignity of GCO, Grand Cross Occidental. 

 

He is a member of the Sovereign Order of Knights Preceptor. 

 

He has received the DeMolay Honorary Legion of Honor. 
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Brother Finley is a member of Crusade Priory No. 57, KYCH and Empire State Priory No. 46.  In Empire State 

Priory he is currently Deputy Prior. 

 

He is a member of Pilgrim Chapel No. 11, St. Thomas of Acon. Member of The Royal Order of Scotland, Grand 

College of Rites, and Knight Masons. 

 

He presently serves as Grand Director of Ritual for the Grand College of America, Holy Royal Arch Knight 

Templar Priests.  He is a member of Grand Preceptors Tabernacle “A”, where he was created a Knight 

Commander, and elevated to the rank and dignity of (KGC), Knight Grand Commander. 

 

He is a Past Governor of Niagara Frontier College No. 77, York Rite College, Buffalo, NY and received the Order 

of the Purple Cross in 2004. 

 

Brother Finley is now serving as Chief Adept IXº of the New York College of Rosicrucians, and was honored 

with the rank and dignity of KGC.  He also serves on the High Council as 2nd Herald. 

 

Brother Finley also is a member of Kharram Grotto, Jamestown, NY, is a past Grand Tall Cedar, Tall Cedars of 

Lebanon, Rochester Forest No. 133. 

 

Noble Finley is a member of Ismailia Shrine Temple, Buffalo, NY, Past President of the Jamestown Shrine Club, 

and former member of the Erie Shrine Hospital Board. 

 

He is a Charter Member of Conewango Council No. 243, Allied Masonic Degrees, Past Sovereign Master, and 

holds the Red Branch of Eri.  He is a member of Grand Master’s Royal Ark Mariners, a Knight of Constantinople, 

has received the Order of the Cork, Order of the Bath, Order of the Garter, Order of the Secret Monitor, Order of 

the Thistle, Royal Order of Kamehameha and St. Lawrence the Martyr. 

 

Knight Companion Finley was elected into St. Mark’s Conclave in June of 1977.  He was appointed to the line 

and progressed through and was enthroned a Sovereign in 1987. From that time forward he has served on the 

Committee for the Eastern Regional Assembly, and for the last 10 years has been its Chairman. Grand Sovereign 

Thurman Pace appointed him to be his Standard Bearer and for the next 10 years he was privileged to be an 

appointed officer for 9 Grand Sovereigns.  Grand Sovereign Joe Manning appointed him as Intendant General for 

the Division of New York Western in Tulsa, and 10 years later Grand Sovereign Stuckey created him a Past 

Intendant General in Oklahoma City. (Oklahoma was very good to him.) 

The following year in Troy, Michigan he began his journey through the Grand line and was installed on June 6, 

2015 as Grand Sovereign. 

 

Over the many years of activity in various Masonic endeavors, Brother Finley has used a phrase by the great 

philosopher Albert Camus, “Do not walk before me, I may not follow, do not walk behind me, I may not lead, 

walk beside me, be my friend, and we will lead together”.  This will be the Quest.  
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                                     GRAND SOVEREIGN’S MESSAGE 

When I first started the journey into over Freemasonry over 45 years ago, preparing this message as your Grand 

Sovereign was beyond my wildest dreams.  I am humbled by my election and installation this past June in Seattle.  

Past Grand Sovereign Miller and his staff presented an outstanding Assembly, and we all owe them a vote of 

thanks. 

After returning home and regrouping, it has been my privilege to visit a Regional Assembly in Arizona, as well 

as represent our Grand Council at the York Rite Sovereign College in Louisville, and at the Triannual of the Grand 

Encampment of Knights Templars, in Buffalo.  After a week off, I traveled to Canada, the Southern Jurisdiction 

Supreme Council, in Washington, D.C., and the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction in Indianapolis.  

A busy Fall schedule will include visitations to other Regional Assemblies  as well as local functions. 

As I mentioned in my remarks at the installation, “I am proud to be a Mason.”  I am proud that I have the 

opportunity to join with men of your Christian values and that of your families, to try and make a better world for 

others.  I am also proud of the opportunities I have received through this association to participate in activities that 

are a once in a lifetime moment. 

I still get chills remembering when I stood close to the Grand Master of the Grand Encampment as he placed a 

wreath at that hallowed spot in Arlington National Cemetery, the tomb of the Unknown Soldier.   There too was 

the time I witnessed the sunrise over the magnificent World War I memorial in Kansas City, and had the 

opportunity to actually perform on the stage of the Shrine Theater in Los Angeles as part of the service.  Yes, I 

am proud to be a Mason.  These are but a few of the events that I have encountered, and each one has created new 

friendships that will last forever.  Bless you all.  After all, where in the world will a Grand Sovereign set it up so 

you can take a ride at 183 miles an hour around the Charlotte Raceway? 

Yours in Faith, Unity and Zeal, 

Bob 

============================================================ 

KC Robert S. Finley, KGC, Most Illustrious Grand Sovereign of the UGIC receives a certificate making him 

an honorary Past Grand Sovereign from the Grand Sovereign of the Grand Imperial Conclave of Canada 

from Most Illustrious Knight Companion T. Roy Binns, GCC, Grand Sovereign on 20 August 2015 during 

the Canadian Annual Assembly. 

L – R:  KC Fred Kleyn, KGC, PGS, Grand Recorder; KC Robert S. Finley, KGC, Grand Sovereign UGIC; M.Ill.  

Kt.Comp T. Roy Binns, GCC, Grand Sovereign of Canada; KC James C. Herndon, KGC, Grand Representative of 

Canada.near our UGIC.  
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===============================================================================  

 

 

ELECTED OFFICERS OF THE UGIC FOR 2015 -2016 

L to R:  KC James Winzenreid, Grand Chancellor; KC Kenneth Fischer, KCC, Grand Junior General; KC 

Fred Kleyn, Grand Recorder, Past Grand Sovereign 2007-2008; KC  Steve Doan, Grand Viceroy; KC 

Robert Finley, Grand Sovereign; KC Joe Harrison, Grand Senior General; KC Douglas Hegyi, Grand 

Almoner; KC Joe Manning, Grand Treasurer, Past Grand Sovereign 1998 -1999. 

APPOINTED OFFICERS OF THE UGIC FOR 2015 -2016 

L to R:  KC William Hartman, Grand High Prelate; KC Harold Aldrich, Grand Chamberlain; KC Paul 

Barrera, Jr., Grand Marshal; KC Edward Trosin, Grand Standard Bearer; Most Illustrious Grand Sovereign; 

KC R. Curtiss Montgomery, Chaplain; KC W. Bruce Renner, Grand Orator; KC P. Michael Nielsen; Grand 

Herald. 
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143rd UGIC ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 

The 143rd UGIC Annual Assembly was held in Seattle, WA, 4 – 6 June 2015.  It was a wonderful event full of a balance of activities, 

official and unofficial!  The NW Region’s planning under the direction of the overall chairman, KC Joe MacIntyre, the Illustrious 

Grand Herald, and his team kept everyone happy with transportation, food, et al!  The Grand Recorder has 

informed every one of the business highlights, and that will not be discussed here.  Several delegations attended 

the event from Canada and Scotland; and, Conclaves were represented from Italy, Guatemala and El Salvador.  The 

international reach of the Red Cross of Constantine is not realized by everyone, and it was a pleasure to have these 

visitors in their beautiful regalia with us.                           

                                                                                

 

 On Friday, 5 June 2015, the special event was a magnificent trip from the Seattle waterfront to Blake Island and 

Tillicum Village for a Salmon dinner and native American show.  Following the one hour ferry ride, while walking 

to the “Long House,” the group was greeted by friendly “natives” with cups of clams and broth!  After a brief time 

to walk around the facility, the group proceeded to the dining room for the salmon. (photo below left)  The salmon 

was grilled in open pits in the long house (see the pits below) (photo 3rd from left, the chef displays the grilled 

salmon.  After the wonderful dinner, everyone was treated to a wonderful native American dance, featuring 

dancers from several local native American tribes.  Along with the dance was an eductional narrative. 

   

  

 

Following the dance (where no photos were allowed) several dancers were available in the large lobby area for 

photos and to answer questions.  

The photo below shows one of the dancers 

with his head mask.  The mask weighs 75 pounds, 

and it is worn throughout the final 15 

minutes of the show!  Then it was to the 

ferry landing for the return trip to the Seattle 

a great day!   waterfront.     Truly 

The official photographer was Bro. Todd Johnstone.  You may view his photos at:  mwglofwa.phanfare/ugic. 

If you have not attended an Annual Assembly, you should plan on being in Buffalo, NY,  2 – 5 June 2016!   

L - R:  M. Preem. Dist. Bro. David Walker, Grand Gov. General; M. 

Ill. Comp. KC Clark Brooks, GCC, PGS; M. Ill. Comp. KC Eric 

Shaw, GCC, Grand Recorder; M.Ill.Kt.Comp. T. Roy Binns, GCC, 

Grand Sovereign; M. Ill. Kt.David Hardie, GCC, PGS; and, 

M.Em.Kt.Comp. Thomas Mortlock, GCC, Grand Viceroy. 

 

L - R: Rt.Ill.Kt. A.M. McGregor, 

GCC, Grand Recorder; Most Ill. Kt. 

Joseph Stewart Wood, GCC, Grand 

Sovereign; Rt.Em.Kt.Norman 

Ramsey, Grand High Prelate. 

KC Salvatore Attina, 

Puissant Sovereign    

Saxa Rubra 

Conclave Rome 

Photo left:  KC Joe  MacIntyre 
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MEXICO CITY CONCLAVE 

Knights Companions of the Mexico City Conclave met in the city of Monterrey, Nuevo 

León (northern Mexico) on 23 May 2015.   KCs from all over the country (Guadalajara, 

Cuernavaca, Mexico City and Queretaro), attended the Assembly. 

EL SALVADOR CONCLAVE RECEIVES CHARTER 

At the 143rd UGIC Annual Assembly, the Grand Sovereign presented the El Salvador 

Conclave their charter.  Receiving the charter was KC Oswald Hernandez Huerta, the Conclave 

Recorder.  The Conclave is located in San Salvador, the capital city. 

 

L to R, front:  KCs Jack Norman, Jaime Galicia (Sovereign), Ricardo Ruiz 

(Viceroy).  L to R, rear:  KCs Omar Martinez, Armando Torres (Recorder), 

Gerardo Manjarrez, Heriberto Rodrigez, Mario Tannus. 
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                            ST. ANDREWS CONCLAVE 

On 20 January 2015, St. Andrews Conclave held its installation of officers for 2015 

at the Sphinx Shrine Center in Newington, Connecticut.  The installation followed 

a dinner with the ladies, and the regular Assembly.  All elected and appointed 

officers were present, and installed by the Illustrious Intendant General for the 

Division of Connecticut, KC Richard Travis. 

 

Top Photo, L – R: KCs George Nousiainen, Recorder; Bruce Bellmore, Sovereign; Doug 

Gray, Viceroy; Gus Bodin, Treasurer. 

Bottom Left, L – R:  KC Richard Travis, IG; Lady Patty presents KC Bruce Bellmore 

with his Sovereign’s jewel. 

Bottom Right, L – R:  KC Jack Stevens receives congratulations from his Lady Corrine. 
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  From the Senior Warden: For the April 2015 TFM Trestleboard 

Freemasons are being encouraged to once again remember and 

celebrate the birthday of George Washington.  Our Lodge held the 

second annual celebration on February 25, the Wednesday closest to his 

February 22 birthday.  Next year it will be on Wednesday February 24.  

I hope you will mark it on your calendar and plan to attend with your 

wife and friends. 

The George Washington Masonic National Memorial in 

Alexandria, Virginia, pictured left, sponsors a gala celebration each 

year and I was privileged to attend this year.  It begins with a Special 

Meeting of Alexandria-Washington's Lodge No. 22.  Washington was 

the Charter Master of this Lodge.  The following morning the group 

placed a wreath at the Washington tomb at Mt. Vernon. 

The Symposium that afternoon featured three very 

knowledgeable speakers focusing on parts of the Washington legacy.  

The first explored why the French were motivated to support 

Washington's revolutionary war efforts after having declared him an 

enemy of the state several years earlier.  The next speaker told us about the four most important French military 

leaders who participated in the war.  The final speaker gave us an insight into the special relationship between 

Washington and Lafayette.  The latter often referred to it as a father-son relationship and Washington 

characterized it as a "very special friendship." 

The evening began with a reception in memorial hall.  Here you see me pictured with George Seager, 

Executive Secretary of the GWMNM; Tom Jackson, Past Grand Secretary 

of PA and of the World Conference of Regular Grand Lodges; and Ridgley 

Gilmour, PGM of UT and new President of the GWMNM.  That was 

followed by a concert by the Washington Area Symphony Orchestra and 

an excellent dinner. 

The weather this year was unseasonably cold and snowy, but the 

fellowship provided all of the warmth one could hope for. 

Bill Miller, Senior Warden 

 

 

An Article Prepared by the Most Illustrious Grand Sovereign 

KC Bill Miller is currently the Senior Warden of Thornton F. McElroy Lodge No. 302 in Federal Way, 

Washington.  He first served as SW of this Lodge 50 years ago!  He prepared this article for the 

Lodge’s monthly newsletter.  At the time, he was attending the George Washington birthday celebration 

at the George Washington Masonic National Memorial in Alexandria, VA, as the Grand Sovereign of 

the Red Cross of Constantine. 
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               Saint George Conclave, Port Glasgow, Scotland 

On 28 February 2015, the 25th anniversary of the St. George Conclave was celebrated, and the 

Conclave was re-constituted in an exemplary manner by the Grand Sovereign and members 

of the Grand Imperial Council.   St. George Conclave was the youngest Conclave in Scotland 

until 2 May 2015, when a new Conclave, St. Andrew No. 83, was constituted.  Following the 

formal Assembly, all retired to a session of refectory and various toasts to celebrate the 25th 

anniversary!    

Front Row, L to R:  Thomas Trotter PS Recorder, Duncan McConnachie PS, Bill Norquay PS, 

Stewart Wood Grand Sovereign, Grant Macleod MPS, John McAlpine KCC, Kenny McCrae 

PS, John McMaster, Treasurer, Edward Gray 1st Lt 

Back Row, L to R:  James McNeil, James Cowan, Thomas McDougal Herald, John McAlpine, 

Peter Smolarek, Danny Birrell 2nd Lt 
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SW REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

PHOENIX, AZ 

 10-11 JULY 2015                                          

 

The highlight of the SW Regional Assembly was the outstanding degree work; it was truly marvelous!  Above left 

is the Division of New Mexico team that did the College of Viceroys.  Above center is the Division of Colorado 

team that did the Senate of Sovereigns.  Above right is the Arizona Conclave that did the Knight of Saint John the 

Evangelist installation.  Below left is the San Diego Conclave team that did the Knight of the Red Cross of 

Constantine installation.  Finally, below right is Tucson Conclave that did the Knight of the Holy Sepulcher 

installation.  Space precludes naming all the cast members, but each spent much time learning their parts and 

attending rehearsals.  Their hard work in preparation for the degrees was obvious.  

Following the Saturday night banquet, and after the Grand Sovereign’s remarks, everyone was treated to a 

wonderful performance by a female mariachi group, the only such group in the U.S.!  They were wonderful and 

had everyone tapping their feet! 

KC Bob Elsner, the Illustrious IG for the Division of Arizona, and his team did a great job in planning and 

executing the event, it was really a good time!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next SW Regional Conference will be in Albuquerque, NM, July 2016  
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                                  Ill. IG John A. Hughes              P.S Brian Bass                        R∴ W∴ David B. Dibrell  
                                                                                  and Lady Colleen                          and  Lady Marlene 
                                                                                  

The three new Knights Companions Installed are:

 
========================================================================== 

ST TIMOTHY CONCLAVE – FORT WORTH TEXAS 

The Conclave’s 2015 Annual Assembly was held in Fort Worth on Saturday, 21 March 

2015.  During the Annual Assembly, KC John A. Hughes, the Illustrious Intendant General for 

Texas Northern, made his official visit to St Timothy Conclave.  In addition, three new Knights 

Companions were installed.   Following the Annual Assembly a gala banquet was enjoyed by 

all.  The special guest speaker was Right Worshipful David B. Dibrell, Past Grand Master of 

Texas, who was accompanied by his wife Lady Marlene.  The Honorable, KC, Brian Bass, the 

Conclave Puissant Sovereign and his Lady Colleen were also in attendance. 

 

 

NC SUMMER ASSEMBLY 

Each year at the Maggie Valley, NC Summer Assembly, the South Carolina Conclaves sponsor a Red Cross of 

Constantine breakfast.  This year it was attended by KC Bill Miller, KGC, Past Grand Sovereign; KC Richard Van Tassel, 

IG for Tennessee; KC Joe Harrison, Grand Senior General; KC David Hargett, KGC, Past Grand Sovereign; KC David 

Hardie,GCC, Past Grand Sovereign, Canada; KC Burch Zehner, KGC, Past Grand Sovereign; and KC Andy Lovas, IG 

for Georgia Northern. 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH 

By the ILLUSTRIOUS GRAND RECORDER  

EDWARD A. GLAD 

[Editor’s note:  The following essay was taken from a booklet published by the St. Alban Conclave, Red 

Cross of Constantine and Appendant Orders, 1910 – 2010, to recognize their 100th anniversary.  The booklet   

included what was a brochure written by KC and Recorder Daniel Trefethen, following a summer session of St. 

Alban Conclave on 10 August 1946.  This essay was printed in the middle of the Proceedings of the 1946 Imperial 

Council Session.  “Hidden under the anonymity of “Quaestor” – the Latin name of a Chief Assistant – our Very 

Illustrious Grand Recorder Edward A. Glad, of Chicago, Illinois, has composed a prose picture of our Order 

which the writer of this Brochure considers to be a gem in historical description.”] 

  

     “By the Quaestor:  The Order of the Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine commemorates the first 

elevation of Christianity from the position of a despised and proscribed heresy, to that of a legally recognized and 

honored religion.  Christianity had existed more than three centuries before the institution of the Order, but always 

under the ban of restrictive laws and proclamations, more or less strictly enforced.  In some places at some times, 

easy going or kindhearted officials had allowed themselves to be conveniently blind to the doing of the new sect, 

while elsewhere, crueler, or more zealous magistrates, had made the unfortunate followers of Jesus of Nazareth 

feel the extreme weight of Pagan laws.  It was not until Constantine won the battle which gave him supreme 

control over the Western Empire, that Christianity had an established place among the religions of the world, and 

it was to commemorate this event, as well as to testify in the most marked manner his sense of the divine aid 

which had given him victory, that he established, in the year A.D. 312, after the battle of Saxa Rubra this Order 

of Knights and prescribe the terms of the Labarum, or sacred banner, behind which his legions ever after marched 

to victory. 

     “Thirteen years after the Red Cross was founded by Constantine, the Order of the Holy Sepulcher was 

founded (326 A.D.) by the mother of Constantine while in Palestine, based upon the discovery of the True Cross 

on which Christ died.  Later the Holy Order of St. John the Evangelist was founded, commemorating the discovery 

of the writings of St. John. 

     “In the 1700’s we find mention of the Order in Masonic records showing the ties between the two 

organizations were very close.   In the latter part of the 1700’s there were two Grand Lodges in England, and 

much confusion existed in the Craft until 1813 when a union was affected, influenced it is said by officers and 

members of the Red Cross of Constantine who were members of both Grand Lodges.  During this period there 

are indications the Order was conferred at various times in America but it was not until 1869 the Order was 

officially introduced on this side of the world. 

     “In the Red Cross we cultivate the social virtues, appeal to the intellectual and moral qualities and 

preserve as far as possible the primitive customs of our fraternity conducive to good fellowship.  In many 

organizations we sacrifice the companionship of life to the ritualism of degree work.  The esoteric and exoteric, 

with its artistic surrounding, has absorbed our best efforts while we starve the social qualities of man.  Our Order 

should occupy the happy medium while our brief yet beautiful ceremonies should not be slighted, yet our 

assemblies should be home gatherings of congenial spirits, cultivating the amenities of life on the broad basis of 

the brotherhood of man. 
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     “Consequently we limit our units to a small membership.  It is said one of the landmarks is that the 

membership of a Conclave should not be larger than that number which can be seated around a table comfortably.  

Here we strive to honor with our membership those who have contributed something substantial to Ancient Craft 

Masonry or to any of its branches, something substantial to the betterment of our civic, industrial, and religious 

life.  We seek quality, not quantity.  Our method for membership should always remain one of previous and 

unanimous selection by the membership.  The character and qualifications of the one proposed should be such 

that the necessity for subsequent black ball should not exist and he who comes into our Conclave comes as a guest 

and not as a neophyte. 

     “Our Order is Christian and its memberships composed of Christian gentlemen.  An aristocracy of good 

fellowship without its abuses, an aristocracy of the intellect and culture of the community.  Here in our beloved 

Order we behold how the physician, the teacher, minister, the lawyer, the banker, the businessman, and others, 

meet on a common level and willingly give of their time and substance to bring about good fellowship and 

understanding between all branches of Masonry.  The reports of our Intendents General in these proceedings show 

our various Conclaves are alive to the intellectual as well as the social virtues of our fraternity, with their speakers 

and discussions of Masonic and kindred subjects.” 

===================================================================== 

[Editor’s note:  Following is a “Memorabilia of the Order of the Red Cross of Constantine,” a historical 

sketch of our Order; it is quite interesting, and is drawn from the same St. Alban’s Conclave booklet.] 

MEMORABILIA of the ORDER OF THE RED CROSS OF CONSTANTINE 

The writer has often been asked for factual information concerning the Order.  The answers to most of 

such requests are included in the Memorabilia, which is summarized in the 1946 Proceedings of the Grand 

Imperial Council and herewith included. 

312  Foundation of the Order of Constantine the Great after the Battle of Saxa Rubra, October 28, 312, 

near Rome, and his Vision of the Cross before the Battle, as related in tradition. 

1099  Revival of the Order of Red Cross and Knights of the Holy Sepulcher amongst the Crusaders. 

1750  Order of the Red Cross, alluded to in connection with Freemasonry by the Baron Hunde in his 

Templar System of “Strict Observance.” 

1788  The Orders of  Red Cross, Holy Sepulcher and St. John introduced into England.  

1808  Order of Red Cross of Constantine reorganized in London, May 4, with new constitution and under 

the name “Illustrious Order of Red Cross,” and the Chapter General made the governing body of the Order, which 

could confer the grade of Grand Cross.  Judge Waller Rodwell Wright elected Grand Master. 

1813  H.R.H. the Duke of Sussex installed Grand Master. 

1865  Order revived, after fifty years of lethargy, and the Grand Imperial Council of England established 

under a new Constitution which abolished the titles of Chapter General and Grand Master. 

1866  Lord Kenlus (Earl of Bective) installed Grand Sovereign of the Grand Imperial Council of England. 

1870  The Order introduced into the USA, May 19. 
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1872  Grand Imperial Council of the State of Illinois, organized at Chicago, August 30, by five Conclaves 

chartered by the Grand Imperial Council of England. 

1899  Grand Imperial Council of the Western Masonic Jurisdiction of the United States organized at 

Jacksonville, Illinois, October 13, by all of the Conclaves in the obedience of the Grand Council of Illinois. 

1907  Grand Imperial Council for the United States of  America, organized at Duluth, Minn., August 14, 

by all the Conclaves in the obedience of the Grand Council. 

1946  Due to the independence of the Philippines and the existence of Conclaves in Mexico the name THE 

GRAND IMPERIAL COUNCIL OF THE IMPERIAL, ECCLESTIASTICAL AND MILITARY ORDERS OF 

THE RED CROSS OF CONSTANTINE AND APPENDANT ORDERS FOR THE UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA, MEXICO AND THE PHILIPPINES was adopted. 

=============================================================================== 

 

      

 

 

 

 

  

 

Editor’s Note:   I have informed the Grand Recorder that I plan to resign as Editor of 

The Byzantium in June of 2017.   My plan is to complete the February 2017 issue, 

and then assist the new Editor with the October 2017 issue to ensure continuity. 

If you are at all interested in assuming The Byzantium Editor please position, contact 

the Grand Recorder.   

Should you have any questions about the Editor’s position, just send me an e-mail 

with your question(s):  dstrole@gmail.com 
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NORTHWEST REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

The Northwest Regional Assembly was held in Richland, WA on 20 – 21 March 2015.   The 

officers attending this event are pictured below. 

 

 

Straight Across Left to Right:  Louis Bartrand, General Grand High Priest; Bob Finley, Grand Viceroy; Jock 

Slavin, IG for Idaho; Bill Miller, KGC, Grand Sovereign; G. Arthur Shoemaker, Grand Master of Idaho; Joe 

MacIntyre, Grand Herald; Monte Irvin, IG for Alaska; Jim Aday, IG for Oregon; Jim Herndon, KGC, Past 

Grand Sovereign; Mike Pursey, IG for Washington; Fred Kleyn, KGC, Past Grand Sovereign and Grand 

Recorder; John Smith, KCC, Past IG for Oregon; Steve Doan, Grand Senior General. 

ST. GEORGE CONCLAVE   

St. Paul, Minnesota  

 

Cast members of the St. George Conclave who presented the Novice and Knight of St. John the Evangelist 

on April 25, 2015 at the Minnesota Masonic Home. From left to right are: KC Henry H. Gyllenblad as 

Harbinger,  Lyle H. Bigwood as Seneschal, M. Wiley Smith as Commander, Roger D. Johnson as Beadle, 

Edwin A. Martini as Prior, Gerald E. Rhoads as Sub-Prior, Ronald L. Nelson as Warder, John H. Lindgren as 

Capt. Of the Guard and Roger D. Schmid as Guard.  There were a total of eight candidates who received the 

degree. 
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ST. JANUS CONCLAVE 

The Oregon Grand York of Freemasonry held in April 2015 in North Bend, Oregon, celebrating the 

154th Annual Convocation of the Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of Oregon; 129th Annual 

Assembly of the Grand Council of Cryptic Masons of Oregon; and, the 129th Annual Conclave of 

the Grand Commandery of Knights Templar of Oregon.  The following members of St. Janus 

Conclave were elected and installed: 

 KC Courtland B. (CB) Brooks, Most Excellent Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter 

of Royal Arch Masons of Oregon 

 KC Gavin B. Reid, Most Illustrious Grand Master, Grand Council of Cryptic 

Masons of Oregon 

 KC Paul A. Gehrman, Jr., Right Eminent Grand Commander, Grand Commandery 

of Knights Templar of Oregon 

 

   
          KC Brooks                          KC Reid                       KC Gehrman 

St. Janus Conclave is extremely proud to have three members of the Conclave elected to the three 

top positions of the Oregon Grand York Rite! 

KC Bob Finley, Most Illustrious Grand 

Sovereign, is shown presenting Ill. John 

William McNaughton, Sovereign Grand 

Commander, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction  

Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, his 

Commission as Intendant General-at-Large. 

The event occurred at the Supreme Council 

meeting in Indianapolis, Indiana on 1 August 

2015. 
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THORTON MEMORIAL CONCLAVE No. 8          

Queensland, Australia 

Above is a photo of the Thornton Memorial Conclave No. 8, a country Conclave 50 miles North of Brisbane, 

Queensland, Australia. 

Left to Right:  Wthy Kt. Ken Mc Donald;  Rt.Ill.Kt. Bob Jones KCC; Wthy Kt. Wayne O'Sullivan 

(Candidate); Ill.Kt. Jim Ling (Recorder); Ill.Kt. Bob O'Keefe (Marshal); Ill.Kt. Keith Mc Elligot (Grand 

Inspector); and, R.Ill.& Em.Kt. Ted Mc Cauley, GCC. (Grand Representative to USA) 

Editors Note:  KC Ted McCauley is very active in Masonry in the U.S., participating in the York Rite in the 

Grand Jurisdiction of Idaho; he is also a contributor to The Byzantium. 
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