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Hrand Sovereign’s Message

To All My Knights Companions:

This is my Winter message for the Byzantium
and | must thank everyone for all their support
and friendship during this past year. During my
travels | have been treated to some of the best
hospitality anyone could ask for.

| will never forget this experience. Being your
Grand Sovereign has been one of the highest
honors | have been fortunate to have received. |
will always treasure the many memories of my
term.

As | prepare for my last six months in office, |
would like to leave you with one question. Just
what did you expect when you became a
member of the Red Cross of Constantine? The
word “fraternal” means brotherly love and

friendship, but what else? Did it ever occur to you that you might at sometime
become a leader in the organization and that you would have to cultivate the art of
getting along with people and helping them carry on the work of the Conclave in a
creditable manner that would cause your influence for good to be far-reaching?

The success of the Red Cross of Constantine lies within each of us, and its value
depends upon the service it renders to humanity. Let’s pledge ourselves to live daily
the teachings and principles of the Red Cross of Constantine. Then and only then
will we get what we expect from the organization.




Brand Sovereign’s Message (con’t)

This year the Annual Assembly will have the pleasure of visiting Charlotte, NC. | am
sure this will be an Assembly to remember. The Committees have gone to great lengths
to ensure our every comfort and have planned some really spectacular events.

| suggest everyone register early for the Annual Assembly. We are expecting a large
crowd this year and you will want to guarantee your place for the planned events and
your room reservation with the hotel.

Yours in Faith, Unity and Zeal,

David Hargett

Grand Sovereign

ALL OHIO REGIONAL ASSEMBLY

The All Ohio Regional Assembly was held on October 1, 2011 at the Ohio Masonic Home in Springfield, Ohio.
All eight of the Ohio Conclaves were represented with 115 attending the meeting. In conjunction with the
meeting, a Senate of Sovereigns and a College of Viceroys were conferred as well as the Order of the Red Cross
of Constantine, Order of the Knights of the Holy Sepulcher, and Order of St. John the Evangelist.

In attendance were (left to right): KC Harvey C. Lowry, IG Ohio Western; KC William R.
Miller, Grand Junior General; KC Burch E. Zehner, Grand Senior General; KC Ronald E.
Wood, Jr., Grand Viceroy; and, KC Richard L. Weaver, IG Ohio Eastern.




ALASKA CONCLAVE INSTALLATION

Alaska Conclave’s 1 October 2011 Assembly in Anchorage, Alaska installed four Knights Companions.

ST. COLUMBA CONCLAVE

On 5 December 2011, the St. Columba Conclave Installed its officers. A number of dignitaries were in
attendance. In the photo below, left to right are: KC Robert D. Reed, Emminent Viceroy; KC Harvey C.
Lowry, IG Ohio Western; KC Lloyd E. Bradshaw, Puissant Sovereign; KC Burch E. Zehner, Grand Senior

General; KC Richard L. Weaver, IG Ohio Eastern.




GUATEMALA CONCLAVE

The Guatemala Conclave held its Annual Assembly on 6 December 2011 in Guatemala City. Ten Knights
Companions were in attendance. Knight Companion Denny Strole, Intendant General for the Division of
Mexico, also attended the event. Of interest, both Generals are members of the Conclave, but reside in El
Salvador, about a five hour bus ride to attend Assemblies!

Left to Right: Knights Companions Eduardo R. Perez, Eminent Viceroy; Denny Strole, 1G
Division of Mexico; Pedro Leonel Moreno, Senior General; Ramon Huerta, Puissant
Sovereign; Enrique Atwood , Junior General; and Francisco Alberto Saenz,

CALIFORNIA--NORTHERN CONCLAVES

The regular meetings of the three conclaves in the California-North Division will take place in January, 2012. Cross and
Crown Conclave (one of the newer Conclaves in the U.G.1.C.) will meet on Friday, January 20, at the Masonic Temple in
Folsom, CA. Two candidates will be initiated into the Order of the Red Cross of Constantine. A festive board will
follow. St. Phillip Conclave will meet on Friday, January 27 at the Masonic Temple in Oakland, CA. There are no
candidates, so they have chosen to have a dinner with wives invited. The Intendant General, K.C. W. Bruce Pruitt, will
make a presentation at the meeting.

On Saturday, January 28, St. Francis Conclave will meet in San Francisco. As was customary with that Conclave, all of
the orders will be conferred. The candidates from Cross & Crown Conclave will attend the St. Francis Conclave to
witness the orders of the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre and Knights of St. John the Evangelist. The College of Viceroys
and the Senate of Sovereigns will be conferred on January 28 at the St. Francis gathering. KC W. Bruce Pruitt, Intendant
General, will preside in the East for both of those conferrals.

The California-North Division will host the South Western Conference of the RCC in Sacramento, CA on July 13 and 14.
The conference will be held at the Doubletree Hotel on Arden Way in Sacramento, CA. Special plans are being made to
give the ladies an enjoyable experience. Old Town Sacramento, the Crocker Art Museum, the California Railroad
Museum, and excellent shopping are available. A web site has been established -- "swregrcc.com." Detailed
information will progressively be submitted to the web site, so check it often. All Knights Companion are cordially
invited to attend. There is the possibility of a special surprise to accompany the conferral of the orders!.


http://swregrcc.com/

EASTERN REGIONAL ASSEMBLY

The 53" Annual Eastern Regional Assembly was held at the Holiday Inn and Conference Center in Grantville,
PA November 4-6, 2011. The Eastern Regional is the largest and longest running of the regional and divisional
assemblies. The three orders, Red Cross of Constantine , Holy Sepulchre and St. John were conferred in an
excellent manner as well as the College of Viceroys and the Senate of Sovereign. KC Robert Finley and his
committee planned an excellent weekend of hospitality, food and fellowship, thus making this Assembly truly
worth the trip. St. Andrew’s Conclave, Hartford, CT, has been a participant at this Assembly for many years.
Twenty six Knight Companions and their ladies journeyed south to join in on the festivities.

Left to Right: Knight Companion Robert S. Finley, Grand Almoner
and Assembly Chairman, welcomes James R. Spencer; and, Kevin
J. Hecht

NORTHWEST REGIONAL ASSEBMLY

The Division of Oregon will host the 27" Annual Northwest Regional Assembly in Kennewick,
Washington on March 16 — 17, 2012. The headquarters hotel is the Red Lion in Kennewick, 1-800-733-
5466. Reservations to be made before February 16™ for the RCC rate of $89.95 plus tax, after that the

regular room rate applies. A full buffet breakfast is included with the room reservation. Degree work
will be performed by the Knights Companions of Idaho, Oregon and Washington. If you would like
further information contact: Jim Aday at 1-541-784-3849 or Email jmaday@wildblue.net.  All Knights
Companions and their ladies are welcome.



mailto:jmaday@wildblue.net

ST. JOSEPH CONCLAVE

The installation of officers at St. Joseph Conclave was performed by the IG for the Division of New Jersery, KC Eugenio
"Mel" Melendez, Chaplain was Past Grand Sovereign Thurman C. Pace, Jr., Marshal was KC Glenn T. Visscher , who is
also the Grand Marshal for the Grand Lodge of New Jersey. The Grand Master of Masons in New Jersey, MW & KC
William Lee, Morris, Jr, and the Deputy Grand Master of Masons in New Jersey, RW Glenn R. Trautmann were in
attendance. Representatives from St Stephens, St Mary's, St Quentin and St Paul's Conclaves also attended. The Grand
Master of New York, KC Vincent Libone was also at the installation.

Over seventy people were in attendance, including ladies and friends, with a catered dinner and drinks.

Two special awards were presented that evening: KC Edward Y. Smith, Jr. received a certificate of appreciation for his
work in the RCC and the fraternity in general; and, KC John Robert Deissler received a certificate of appreciation for his
dedicated service to the RCC, and serving as recorder for twenty years.

Left to Right: KCs Eugenio Melendez, Intendant

General Div of New Jersery; Grand Sovereign Sovereign KC John S.
David L. Hargett, Jr.; and, Past Grand Sovereign Ryan and his lady, Mary
Thurman C. Pace, Jr. Jane

A STATEMENT FROM OUR HISTORY
(An Historical Sketch)

“...Consequently we limit our units to a small membership. It is said one of the landmarks of the Red Cross of
Constantine is that membership of a Conclave should not be larger than that number which can be seated around
a table comfortably. Here we strive to honor with our membership those who have contributed something to
Ancient Craft Masonry, the Scottish Rite, the York Rite, or to any concordant bodies, or given something
substantial to the betterment of our Civic, Industrial, and religious life. We seek quality and not quantity.”

[From the Editor: An interesting thought that we should all remember as we strive to strengthen our Order.]



HOLY GRAIL CONCLAVE

The Installation of officers in the Holy Grail Conclave in Dayton, OH was on 14 December 2011.

Left to Right are KCs Burch E. Zehner, Grand Senior General; Stanley T. Benner, Viceroy;
John H. Smith, Sovereign; Harvey C. Lowry, IG Ohio Western

Charlemagne Conclave in Lima, OH, held their officer installation on 15 December
2011. Left to right are: KCs C. Michael Watson, PS, PGM; Terry W. Posey,
Sovereign, PGM; William H. Koon, II, PS, GM GEKT,; Garis E. Pugh, Viceroy; Burch
E. Zehne, Grand Senior General; and, Harvey C. Lowry, IG Ohio Western.
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ST. ASAPH CONCLAVE

On 30 December 2011, following a Christmas dinner with wives in attendance, the
Knight Companions of St. Asaph Conclave in Montgomery, Alabama, elected and
installed their officers for 2012. Knight Companion James Chavers was Installed as the
Puissant Sovereign by Alabama Intendant General MacArthur Davis.

Left to Right : KCs Sterling Hughes, Grand Master of Alabama and Past
Sovereign; Jim Chavers, Puissant Sovereign; and, MacArthur Davis, Intendant
General of Alabama.

More information at the St. Asaph website: http:/ /rcc.yorkritemontgomery.org

(The following was taken from the website: redcrossofconstantine.co.uk/history. Itis a U.K. webpage and is an
interesting history from the English)

Red Cross of Constantine
THE BRIEF HISTORY OF THE DEGREE

As a Royal Arch Mason, you are now entitled to seek membership of the Order of the Red Cross of
Constantine. Since the establishment of Grand Imperial Conclave in 1865, the order has steadily grown with
Conclaves formed throughout the English speaking world. Why Constantine? Candidates in this degree
recognise how Christianity can be embraced by seeing how the legend of Constantine’s conversion is set within
Masonic ritual that is linked with the history of the Roman Empire.


http://rcc.yorkritemontgomery.org/

Constantine, a Roman, was destined for the college of Emperors but following the death of his father, he was
hailed by the Legions in York as Augustus and became the Governor of Britain and Gaul. After several
successful battles across the Alps and Italy he eventually established himself as the lawful Emperor of both the
East and West and transferred the capital of the empire from Rome to Byzantium, later to be named after him.

He was the first Roman Emperor to openly encourage Christianity. His conversion began one evening after a
long day’s march with his army when, in what he believed was a sign from heavan, he and his army saw in the
sky, and by the rays of the setting sun, a pillar of light in the form of a special cross. To sanctify the minds of
his pagan army, he had made a standard bearing a Cross like that seen and ordered it to be carried before him in
the wars. Several Christians in his army came forward and avowed their faith following which Constantine
directed that they should wear on their armour a red cross.

Having been successful in battle it is said that Constantine with the help of his chief bishop, Eusebius, opened a
Conclave of the Knights of the Order whose members became the bodyguard of their Sovereign.

THE CEREMONIES

The Christian Order is in two parts. The first ceremony consists of the candidate’s admission, obligation, and
then the installation as a Knight-Companion of the Red Cross of Constantine, in which the historical basis of the
Order is also detailed. In seperate ceremonies the Knight-Companion builds on what he has already been
taught, and in the ceremony of the Knights of the Holy Sepulchre and St. John the Evangelist this knowledge is
further expanded and the ultimate aims of Freemasonry are revealed. These, together with the two Installation
ceremonies leading to the principal Chairs in the Red Cross of Constantine, are undoubtedly among the most
impressive ceremonies in the whole of Masonry.




140" ANNUAL GRAND ASSEMBLY — CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 2012
VENUE INFORMATION

THE EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL - Our hotel is located at 4800 S. Tryon Street, Charlotte, North Carolina
28217 just four and one half miles from Charlotte Douglas International Airport, Uptown Charlotte and the
Southpark shopping experience. Complimentary airport shuttle to and from Charlotte Douglas International
Airport and local surrounding area to include the Lynx light rail station. We have 274 two room suites on eight
floors, 162 King suites, 110 Double/double suites and two Presidential suites. Each suite features a private
bedroom with one king size or two double beds. A separate living room with sofa bed and well-lit dining/work
table, microwave, coffeemaker, refrigerator, two remote control televisions with in-room movies and a private
bath. Year round Indoor Pool, Whirlpool Tub, Sauna, Fitness Room and Sun Deck. We are pleased to offer to
each guest a Complimentary, Cooked-to-Order Breakfast each morning, two hour Manger's reception daily, free
parking, Complimentary weekday morning newspaper, Business Center and Hilton HHonors Program for points
and miles.

GRAND ASSEMBLY ATTRACTIONS - Area attractions include the Charlotte Coliseum, upscale boutiques and
restaurants of Southpark’s Phillip's Place, Blumenthal Performing Arts Center, Discovery Place / Omni max,
museums and much more. The General Assembly includes a tour of the Billy Graham Library. Discover his
humble beginnings as you tour the Graham family home place and learn about his early years on a dairy farm.
Find out how God used Billy Graham to shape history as you explore his relationships with world leaders. You'll
discover the man, the ministry, and the message and catch a vision for the mission still being carried on today.

Optional tours include the recently opened NASCAR Hall of Fame where you can trace the series from its earliest
roots to current events. There are several interactive stations where you can experience a pit stop or what it feels
like to drive a race car in a simulated race environment. Charlotte Motor Speedway is included in the optional
tours. Attendees will tour the speedway facilities and ride on the actual racing surface. There will also be an
opportunity to take a ride along experience in a race car. For those who have already experienced these two
events, the final optional tour is the beautiful Historic Latta Plantation located on the Catawba River. This tour is
designed to give us an idea of what life was like on a cotton plantation during the 19" century from growing and
harvesting short staple cotton, farm animals and bee keeping. Site tours include an optional 15 minute
introductory video, a guided tour of the plantation home and self-guided tour of the grounds and outbuildings.

CHARLOTTE DOUGLAS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT — The Embassy Suites Hotel is 4 miles east of the
airport and free shuttle service is provided by the hotel. The hotel shuttle stop is at the center aisle after exiting
the baggage claim area. Should you plan to rent a vehicle, the rental car counters are located in the center of the
baggage claim area.

IF YOU ARE DRIVING - From the (north or south) on Interstate 85 merge onto Interstate 77 South / US 21
South via Exist 38 toward Columbia. Go 7.6 miles and take the NC 49 South exit, EXIT 6B, toward Airport /
South Tryon Street. Turn onto South Tryon Street / NC 49 South. Go 0.2 mile and the Embassy Suites Hotel
will be on the right.

From the (north or south) on Interstate 77, take the NC 49 South exit, EXIT 6B, toward Airport / South Tryon
Street. Turn right onto South Tryon Street / NC 49 South. Go 0.2 mile and the Embassy Suites Hotel will be on
the right.

DRESS FOR MEN & WOMEN - All meals except the Saturday night Banquet will be casual for the men and
ladies. (No jacket, tie, jewel or sash). The Saturday night banquet is formal with black Tuxedo or white dinner
jacket (with jewel and sash) for the men and long or cocktail dresses for the ladies. For all tours the dress is
casual.

REGISTRATION — Will begin Thursday, at 11:00 A.M., on the first floor in the Pre Function area of the
ballroom.



UNITED GRAND IMPERIAL COUNCIL RED CROSS OF CONSTANTINE

140TH ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
May 30 —June 2, 2012
Embassy Suites Hotel
4800 S. Tryon Street, Charlotte, N.C. 28217
(704) — 527 — 8400 OR 1 - 800 — EMBASSY
embassysuites.com
$124.00 single or double occpancy, additional $20.00 per person for triple or quad.
Includes cooked to order breakfast and 2 hour mangers reception each day.
Room reservations must be made by April 30, 2012 to receive the “RCC” discounted rate.

Registration Fee $ 160.00 per person

Name: Lady's Name if Attending:
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: Email:
Name & Location of Conclave
Office National Office
National Office in Other Masonic Body
Have you made your reservation with the Hotel? Yes No
I (we) will arrive on I (we) will depart
(Date) (Date)

Registration Fee of $ 160.00 Per Person includes Lunch Friday & Saturday & Dinner Thursday,
Friday & Saturday and the Billy Graham Library TourNo. @ $160.00ea. $

Knight Companion Lady

] [

[ 1 Will attend the Thursday Evening Dinner, May 31st

[ ] [ 1 Will attend the Friday Men's and Ladies Lunch, Junelst

[ ] [ 1 Will attend the Billy Graham Library Tour, Junelst

[ ] [ 1 Will attend the Friday Evening Dinner, Junelst

[ ] [ 1 Will attend the Saturday Men's and Ladies Lunch, June 2nd
[ ] [ 1 Will attend the Saturday Grand Banquet, June2nd

OPTIONAL TOURS & COMMEMORATIVE CONCLAVE COIN

Thursday, May 31, 1:00 PM NASCAR Hall of Fame No. @$ 3500ea. $
Friday, June 2, 1:.00 PM Charlotte Motor Speedway No. @ $ 35.00 ea. $
Friday, June 2, 1:00 PM Latta Plantation Tour No. @$ 3500ea. $
Commemorative Coin No. @$ 10.00ea. $

TOTAL $

Special Dietary Needs:

Make Checks Payable To: “140™ Annual Conclave”

Mail To: Allen Surratt, 6587 Surratt Ctry. Road, Denton, N. C. 27239-9082
E- Mail: newhope@ rtmc.net Cell Phone: 336 —953 — 0066

This form and vour check must be received by April 30, 2012

NO REFUNDS AFTER MAY 15, 2012
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