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The Grand Sovereign

To All Knights Companions and their Ladies:

On behalf of the Conclaves of Texas, and our
Intendants General, Judy and I invite you to attend the
135th  Annual Assembly of our United Grand Imperial
Council.  It will be held in Houston, Texas June 7-10,
2007.

Our headquarters location will be Westin Oaks
Hotel.  You will find the hotel will provide a fine 
setting for our annual deliberations and for your
comfort while thus engaged.

We hope you will plan to attend the 135th

Annual Assembly in Houston.  You will be glad you
did.  Traditional Texas hospitality will be available
in great abundance.  

Yours in Faith, Unity and Zeal,

Reese L. Harrison, Jr., KCC, KGC
Grand Sovereign

Grand Treasurer
William E. Yeager, Jr.
As many of you will know, our Grand Treasurer,

KC William E. Yeager, KGC has suffered a stroke.
He is making good progress in his recovery and

in enthusiastic in his physical therapy.  He is in good
spirits and looks forward to being in Houston with us
in June.

He and his lovely wife Shirley would welcome
cards and letters and they may be addressed to his
usual address:

PO Box 1817
Warren, PA 16365-6817

Knight Companion
Reese L. Harrison, Jr., KCC, KGC
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San Lorenzo Conclave – Republic of Panama

San Lorenzo Conclave held its 2006 Annual meeting in December, as the last year drew to a close.  It’s purpose
was to complete the business of the new year and elect the officers to serve the Conclave for 2007.  Outgoing
Sovereign, KC Arthur J. Kerr, ably presided and conducted the necessary work.  KC Donald P. Garrido,
Intendant General convened a College of Viceroys and a Senate of Sovereigns to confer these distinctions on
those elected to office.  KC Garrido then served as Installing Officer for the installation of the 2007 officers.

Vermont Conclaves – End One Year, Begin Another

On January 21, 2007 the Sovereign, KC Fritz Swanson called Star of Bethlehem Conclave to order at 3:30 PM
in Rutland for its Winter meeting.  This was done as a part of the Winter Divisional Meeting traditionally held
in Vermont.  The officers for 2007 were elected and balloting for one new member was accomplished.
Subsequent to the business, KC Palmer C. Martin, Intendant General for the Division of Vermont installed the
2007 officers of the Conclave.

Plans were also laid for the Spring Divisional Meeting for Vermont at which it is planned to conduct necessary
business and confer the Order of the Red Cross of Constantine.  All Knights Companions were encouraged to
attend the Spring Divisional Meeting.  It is always a very enjoyable time of fellowship and fraternal renewal.
It will be held at the Green Mountain Masonic Center in Williston, Vermont on Sunday, April 15th.   The cast
for the ritualistic work was confirmed in January so all can be certain the work of our Order will be well done.

Left to right: Knight Companions Jack R. Tutzauer, PS; Allen V. Lokan, PS; Arthur J. Kerr, PS and Recorder;
Donald P. Garrido, PS and Intendant General; Enrique C. Lau, Sovereign; Disney A. Fajardo, Junior
General; Melvin J. Nickell, Prelate and Marcos D. Ostrander, Senior General
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David Ben Slayton, KGC
March 7, 1923 – January 17, 2007

Grand Sovereign 1992 – 1993

David Slayton was born March 7, 1923 in Gays Mills, Wisconsin.  He received his early education at Gays Mills High
School, the University of Wisconsin and Wentworth Military Academy.  He entered the Army in 1942, served in the 106th

Infantry Division in Germany and was taken prisoner at the Battle of the Bulge.  He successfully escaped and was
honorably discharged from the Army in 1945.

Dave began his Masonic career in W.W. Child Lodge 295 at Gays Mills in 1945 and served as its Master in 1951.  In the
early 1950s he moved to California and graduated from the California College of Mortuary Science in 1954.  He was a
funeral Director for fifty years in Long Beach, California.

Dave subsequently joined, or was invited into membership in, virtually every Masonic organization which exists.  He was
a member of all four of the bodies of the York Rite and served as Grand Commander of Knights Templar in California
1983-84.  He was Southwest Department Commander for the Knights Templar during the trienium 1988-1991.  He was
Knight of the York Cross of Honor with one quadrant.

In the Scottish Rite Dave was an Inspector General Honorary of the 33rd Degree, Southern Jurisdiction of the United.
States.  He served for many years as the Personal Representative of the Sovereign Grand Inspector General and the Deputy
of the Supreme Council in the Valley of Long Beach.  He was a Past Potentate of El Bekal Shriners in Orange County,
California and was active in many Shrine activities locally and nationally.

Dave served as Grand Sovereign of the United Grand Imperial Council, Knights of the Red Cross of Constantine 1992-
1993 and subsequently served as a Trustee until his passing.

He was Great Chief of the Grand Council of Knight Masons for the United States of America in 2005.  

He was the founding Chief Adept of California College, MSRICF.   

He was the recipient of many Masonic honors and awards, too numerous to mention here.

David Slayton was a kind and personable gentlemen.  He was easy to meet and an easy man with whom to talk.  He made
many, many friends in his Masonic as well as his professional and community activities, both of which were extensive.
He was a ready ear and an excellent counselor.  He sought to serve his brothers and his fellow man wherever an
opportunity presented itself.  He was a man of firmly held friendships and allegiances.  He left a very positive mark on
professional associations, Masonic organizations, veteran’s groups, the YMCA, the Boy Scouts, the Boys Clubs, the Sons
of the American Revolution and Cypress Community College.

Dave and his wife Dorothy, who preceded him in death, had five children, eleven grandchildren and three great
grandchildren.  They were a close family, widely scattered by residence but closely bound by family ties and a strong
attachment to the family homestead in Gays Mills, Wisconsin.  Dave will be sorely missed by all who knew him and by
the entities he served.  He will remain happily in the memory of all who were fortunate enough to know him.
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135th ANNUAL GRAND ASSEMBLY – HOUSTON 2007 

VENUE INFORMATION

WESTIN OAKS HOTEL – Shopaholics adore this hotel.  Not only is it connected to The Galleria
Shopping Center but it stands directly across from its twin, The Westin Galleria Houston.  In
fact, you can take the elevator from your room right to the Galleria's world-class shops.
Overlooking uptown Houston, this high-rise has equipped its 406 guest rooms, suites and luxury
suites with Heavenly beds (cuddle into the pillow top mattresses, down blankets and crisp
sheets) and Heavenly Baths (featuring custom-designed Speakman showers and luxurious bath
amenities) for the ultimate in pampering.  Light cherry wood and green accents make the rooms
feel bright and airy, and each comes with two full-length mirrors – for trying on all the new
outfits you bought – as well as numerous business-friendly amenities, such as a business desk,
two ergonomic chairs, data ports and high-speed Internet access.  In January 2006, the Westin
Hotels and Resorts Corporation officially launched a 100% smoke free initiative – the first of
its kind for a major hotel chain.

THE HOUSTON SHRINERS HOSPITAL – On Thursday afternoon, we will venture by bus
($9.00/person bus fare) to the world famous Houston Shriners Hospital, a forty bed,
Pediatric/Orthopaedic hospital, providing comprehensive orthopaedic care to children at no
charge.  The Houston Hospital accepts and treats children with routine and complex orthopaedic
problems and is one of just a few pediatric hospitals in the United States performing
microvascular orthopaedic procedures.  This same hospital has also become renowned for its
work with children with Cerebral Palsy.  The Houston Shriners Hospital maintains teaching
affiliations with the following: University of Texas Health Science Center Medical School; Baylor
College of Medicine; Texas A & M College of Medicine. 

SAN JACINTO MONUMENT/BATTLESHIP USS TEXAS – At noon on Friday an afternoon
of adventure begins with a short bus trip to the San Jacinto State Park and a delicious lunch of
fresh Gulf seafood at the Monument Inn, one of the best seafood restaurants in the area.
Following lunch, we will visit the San Jacinto Monument and Museum to see an interesting film
regarding the battle to garner Texas’ freedom from Mexico and enjoy a bird’s eye view of the
entire battleground from the newly refurbished observation deck of the tallest freestanding
monument in the country.  From the monument, you will be in close walking distance to the
oldest surviving battleship afloat in the United States, the USS TEXAS.

SATURDAY NIGHT ENTERTAINMENT – What would a visit to Texas be without a healthy
dose of great food and Texas hospitality?  After a great dinner on Saturday evening, you will be
treated to an evening of entertainment by none other than Rex Allen, Jr. – actor, singer,
songwriter and entertainer.  Growing up in a show business family, he began singing at an early
age and majored in theater arts in college.  His singing talent has produced 27 Top 40 records,
including 6 Top Ten and 14 albums, which led Country Music Magazine to select him as the
“Entertainer of the Year.”  Having made countless television appearances, he was a regular on
“The Statler Brothers Show,” co-host of the “Nashville On The Road” show and was the star of
his own show “Yesteryear”, on TNN.  Saturday night promises to be an event to be remembered
and will wrap up a weekend of enjoyment in the “Lone Star State!”
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HOUSTON AIRPORTS – Houston has two first class airports to serve you.  On the north side
of town, the George Bush Intercontinental Airport is serviced by all major airlines, with
connections from all major cities.  The second airport is on the south side of the city and is called
William P. Hobby Airport and is serviced by Southwest Airlines primarily and American
Transair, American Eagle, Jet Blue, Delta, American Southeast and Air Tran Airlines
secondarily.

GROUND TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS – After you arrive in Houston, you will have
several options to choose from to get to the Westin Oaks Hotel, at the Galleria.  There are also
two shuttle services available from both airports with very reasonable rates; they are: The
Texans Shuttle Service Company that provides service to the Galleria area from Bush
Intercontinental Airport for $42.00 per person, round trip and from Hobby Airport for $32.00
per person, round trip. There is also The Houston Professional Shuttle Service Company that
runs to the Galleria from Bush Intercontinental Airport for $48.00 per person, round trip and
from Hobby Airport for $38.00 per person, round trip.  Taxi service is also available and the
rates are regulated by the city; from George Bush Intercontinental Airport to the Galleria area
is approximately $54.00, one way (Senior Citizen discounts are available); from William P. Hobby
Airport to the Galleria area, the taxi fare is approximately $48.00, one way (Senior Citizen
discounts are available).  The taxi rates are the same for one person or multiple persons in the
motor vehicle.  Limousines are also available for a slightly higher rate.  Both of the Houston
Airports have available to you all of the major car rental agencies, such as, Hertz, Avis, Alamo,
Budget, etc with rates that are very competitive.

NO SOUVENIR GIFTS – Souvenir gifts will not be distributed because to do so would require
the registration fee to be increased to cover the cost of same.  The registration fee in 2007 is the
same as it was in 2006.  You are encouraged to take photographs to remember your trip to the
2007 Annual Assembly in Houston, Texas, in lieu of souvenirs and gifts!  Your registration fee
is being spent to entertain you!

DRESS FOR MEN & WOMEN – The Thursday and Friday Tours will be casual dress for men
and women.  The Thursday Night Reception will be Coat & Tie for men and Sunday Dress for
women.  The business sessions will be Coat and Tie for men.  The Friday Night Dinner is
Western Dress preferred or Casual Dress for men and women.  The Saturday Night Banquet is
formal with Black Tuxedo or White Dinner Jacket for men and Cocktail Dress for women.
Constantine Jewel should be worn at all functions except the tours.  Constantine Sash should
be worn to the formal banquet on Saturday Evening.  The women are encouraged to wear their
Constantine Ladies Pin, Pendant or Charm as the case may be.

Please visit the Red Cross of Constantine web site at

www.redcrossconstantine.org

for a computer friendly copy of this information with links to the locations, activities and
services mentioned above, including links to the airport and ground transportation options.
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Rex Allen Jr. To Entertain
at 2007 UGIC Annual Assembly

There are three types of performers: actors,
singers and entertainers.  Rarely are the three
combined into one package.

Blessed with a golden voice and a true dedication
to his music and career, REX ALLEN, JR. is the
consummate actor/singer/entertainer.  He proves
this in each and every concert and on each and
every television show.  Which is why he is
continually invited back for repeat performances
both on tour and as a regular on television.

Rex Allen Jr.'s relationship with TNN began in
1992 when his old friends Harold, Don, Phil and
Jimmy – The Statler Brothers – called and offered
him a regular slot on their Saturday night show.
When the show premiered on TNN, in the tall of
1992, "The Statler Brothers Show" instantly
became the number one rated TNN show.

After three successful years on "The Statler
Brothers Show" TNN asked the Statlers to
consider ‘spinning off’ Rex and the most popular
segment, "Yesteryear” into it's own series.  "Yesteryear" debuted on September 30, 1994 and
within four weeks the show became the number 2 rated show at TNN.  TNN is seen in 58 million
households nationally and the viewer-ship of the show topped 25 million people.

Rex returned to "The Statler Brothers Show" in 1996 for two more years.  The last show Rex did
as a regular was the highest rated show in TNN history.

With the success of both television shows in 1995, Warner Brothers Records released a new
collection of Rex's hits called "The Very Best of Rex Allen, Jr."  Warner Western has released a
body of Rex's western music recordings with his father: "The Singing Cowboys...Rex Allen Jr. &
Rex Allen, Sr."  And finally Rex has recorded and released his much requested and awaited
Gospel album.  A double CD with 24 classic Gospel songs is titled "Faith of a Man Volume II and
III.”

Rex's career continued to grow.  In 1997 he wrote, directed and stared in the production show
"Gone Country" at a major venue in Las Vegas.  "Las Vegas is the capitol of live entertainment
and it has always been a goal to perform there," comments Rex.  This opportunity gave me the
chance to do it right.  Like I always wanted."  "Gone Country" propelled Rex to even greater
national prominence and showed that production and direction are a part of his future.
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Rex then completed another long time goal.  He narrated the Jim Carry film "Me, Myself and
Irene" released in the spring of 2000.  Another television show also began in 2000.  "Country
Classic Greats" was produced in Nashville by Rex and his wife Deanna.  They have several shows
in the works and "CCG" is only the first.

Rex grew up in a California show business family.  It could be said he was destined to enter the
world of entertainment.  He began singing at a very early age and his enjoyment of singing and
performing transferred easily to family and friends.  "I remember as a boy I used to sneak over
to the Troubadour and listen to Hoyt Axton...from outside!  He had a great influence on my
singing style."

"I majored In Theater Arts in college and went to the MGM actors school, studying with Vince
Chase, to also pursue an acting career.  I knew that learning to feel comfortable on stage would
enhance my musical performances and help put me and the audience at ease.  I have never lost
sight of the fact people pay to be entertained and I must always give them my best performance
whether there are 500 or 5,000," says Allen.

Upon moving to Nashville, Rex was signed first to Plantation Records then to JMI Records where
label mate Don Williams' career was being launched.  According to Allen, "Don had a great
influence on my song writing.  The advice he gave me then has stayed with me through out my
career."

Rex went on to be a successful recording artist for Warner Brothers Records with a steady flow
of top-40 singles including such hits as "Lonely Street", "No, No, No" and "It's Over" just to name
a few.  Rex was honored by having his song "Arizona" adopted as the official song of that state
in 1982.

A body of albums such as "Brand New" and "Ridin' High" as well as conceptual albums
"Oklahoma Rose," "Cats in the Cradle" and "The Singing Cowboy" cemented Rex's reputation as
a highly original refreshingly versatile singer/songwriter.  It is a reputation he continues to
enjoy.

Through national recognition and media exposure, Rex Allen Jr. was named "Most Promising
Male Vocalist" by the fan-voted Music City News Awards, and won Country Music Magazine's
coveted Bullet Award as "New Entertainer of the Year.”

Rex pursued other facets of his career by co-hosting with Jim Stafford the popular and highly
rated "Nashville On the Road" television show.  Utilizing his voice in others ways, Rex has done
voice-over work for numerous national and regional commercials for Sears, Kraft and RC Cola,
as well as many other commercial and industrial films.

"I have true focus on the music I sing and record.  I sing songs with a positive message, whether
they are ballads or up tempo.  I honestly believe that I was given a voice and I should use it to
impart an uplifting feeling for my listeners", states Rex.
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Houston Shriners Hospital Visit

One of the highlights of the 2007 UGIC Session in Houston
will be the optional Thursday afternoon visit to the Shriners
Hospital for children in Houston.  This visit will require a $9
payment, per person, over and above the cost of the session.

Since 1952 the Houston Shriners Hospital has been providing
quality medical care absolutely free of charge to children with
orthopedic conditions which affect the bones, joints and muscles,
whether congenital or acquired by accident.  Many of Houston’s
finest doctors with premier private practices and university
affiliations volunteer their services to help young patients at
Shriners Hospital the care provided at Shriners Hospital is the
same level of care provided by doctors at other children’s hospitals – the only difference is that it’s free!

Shriners Hospital for Children in Houston is located in the world-famous Texas Medical Center.  The original hospital
was built in 1952, and was replaced in 1996 by a $36 million state-of-the-art facility on land donated by the Texas Medical
Center.  The hospital offers high-quality care in a “family friendly” setting, complete with parent apartments, a children’s
library, teen lounge and outdoor and indoor play area.

Some of the more common orthopedic problems treated at Shriners Hospitals for Children are:
P Scoliosis (curvature of the spine P Osteogenesis imperfecta (brittle bone disease)
P Hand Problems P Back problems
P Limb deficiencies P Birth defects of the spine
P Feet problems, including club foot P Hip Problems
P Leg length discrepancies P Cerebral palsy
P Juvenile rheumatoid arthritis P Spina bifida
P Orthopedic problems resulting from neuromuscular disorders
All medical care at Shriners Hospital for Children-Houston is totally free of charge.  No insurance or third party

payments are sought or accepted for any of the medical care of services provided at the hospital and no state, local, or U.S.
government funding is used.  The hospital is known as “the only hospital in the Texas Medical Center without a billing
department.”  Shriners Hospitals are supported primarily by income from the shriners Hospitals for children endowment
fund, which is maintained through donations and bequests from both Shriners and non-Shriners.  Additional income comes
from each Shriner’s annual hospital assessment fee and hospital fund-raising events.

Shriners Hospitals are open to all children, without regard to race, religion, financial status or relationship to a
Shriner.  Any child may be eligible for care at Shriners Hospitals of s/he is (1) under the age of 18, (2) has a problem
involving bones, joints or muscles, and (3) will experience improvement in quality of life with treatment.  Physician
referrals are welcomed but not required.  Parents, grandparents, guardians, teachers, school nurses, social workers and
others who know a child who may benefit from the services provided at Shriners Hospitals are encouraged to request an
application.

Shrine Centers often help arrange and pay for transportation on a limited basis for children and parents to travel to
the hospital, and hundreds of Shriners spend many hours of their own time driving families to the hospital, airport or bus
station.  In addition, health care teams from the Houston hospital visit the Rio Grande Valley, El Paso and Amarillo once
every three months to evaluate new patients and treat existing patients. 

We hope you will participate in this extra trip.  You know you will be
proud of what Masons are doing at Shriners Hospital.
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The Grand Recorder’s Office has

Moved!

the Grand Recorder is now physically located at

4 West Old Capitol Plaza, Suite 820
Springfield, IL 62701-1579

Ane he also has a new e-mail address:

ugic-rcc@sbcglobal.net

But...
The mailing address and telephones will remain the same:

PO Box 5716
Springfield, IL 62705-5716

Voice: 217-788-5090
Fax: 217-788-5095



MAKE YOUR ROOM RESERVATIONS BY CONTACTING:
The Westin Oaks Hotel

5011 Westheimer Boulevard
Houston, Texas 77056

Phone: (713) 960-8100 Fax: (713) 960-6554
Room rate: $109 Single or Double (Plus State & Local Taxes)

SEND ALL ANNUAL ASSEMBLY REGISTRATIONS AND PAYMENTS TO:
H. Bart Henderson

2006 Lazybrook Drive
Houston, Texas 77008-1225

Phone/Fax: (713) 864-8222 E-Mail: hbhBlackBart@msn.com

Registration Fee: $160

NO REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER MAY 1, 2007

PLEASE PRINT

Name:   Lady’s Name: 

Address:   State:   Zip: 

Phone:   E-Mail: 

Name/Location of your Conclave:   Office: 

National Office:   Other National Office: 

Knight
Companion Lady
_________ ______ Will attend Thursday Afternoon Tour of the Shriners Orthopaedic Hospital (requires $9/person bus fare)
_________ ______ Will attend Thursday Night Reception – Westin Oaks
_________ ______ Will attend Friday Lunch and Afternoon Excursion to the San Jacinto Battleground/Museum and

     Battleship USS TEXAS/Seafood Lunch at Monument Inn – San Jacinto State Park
_________ ______ Will attend Friday Night Banquet and Live Entertainment – Westin Oaks
_________ ______ Will attend Saturday night Banquet and Live Entertainment - Westin Oaks

Make Checks Payable to: Grand Assembly, Red Cross of Constantine

Number of Registrations: __________ x $150 /person = $ ____________
LATE Registrations: __________ x $160/person = $ ____________ (after March 1, 2007)
Bus Fares: __________ x $9/person = $ ____________

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE: $ ____________

UNITED GRAND IMPERIAL COUNCIL
RED CROSS OF CONSTANTINE

135TH Annual Assembly
June 7-10, 2007
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T h e     B y z a n t i u m
is the official publication of the United Grand Imperial Council of the Red Cross of Constantine and
Appendant Orders for the United States of America, Mexico and the Philippines.  It is published twice
yearly, in the spring and in the autumn.  Its purpose is to inform the members of the Order on the
activities of the United Grand Imperial Council at its Annual Assembly held each June, and on the
activities of the several regions, divisions and Conclaves.  

Contribution of material, including text and photographs, is earnestly solicited from all corners of the
Order.  Send proposed material to the Editor: Frederick G. Kleyn at 11073 Plum Tree Ln, Spring Valley
CA 91977-7047, telephone (619) 461-5724, Fax (619) 461-9371.  E-mail: fkleyn@cox.net

We would like to have articles on any unusual activities of a Conclave, and on all divisional and regional
assemblies.  Photographs are most welcome.  They may be film or digital and should be captioned
completely as to the identity of the subjects of the photograph, its date, location, the activity it represents,
etc.  If the photos are digital, please send the digital file by e-mail, or snail mail on a disk (floppy, or CD.)

Submissions should be in the hands of the editor not later than the end of February for the Spring issue,
and not later than the end of August for the Fall issue.  If you have something you’d like to have in an
issue, and you are going to be close to the deadline (or a few days after the deadline) please contact the
editor well prior to the deadline to arrange for a late submission.  He will work to accommodate your
needs, but the need for prompt delivery to the printer must take precedence over all other considerations.

Date Division/Region Site Contact

April 15, 2007 Vermont Divisional Williston, VT James E. Selleck

July 13-15, 2007 Southwestern Regional Denver, CO Gerald A. Ford

August 3-4, 2007 Oklahoma Divisional Tulsa, OK James C. Taylor

August 10-11, 2007 Missouri Regional St. Louis, MO Lawrence R. Albright, II

August 24-26, 2007 Nebraska Divisional Columbus, NE Keith J. Herbster

September 28-29, 2007 Ohio Divisional Springfield, OH George T. Rosendaul

November 9-11, 2007 Eastern Regional Grantville, PA W.  Jack Yeats, KCC

This schedule is updated each issue to show all known divisional/regional assemblies.
If yours is not listed, and you would like it listed, please provide the information to the editor.

Your United Grand Imperial Council of the Red Cross of Constantine has an official web site:

www.redcrossconstantine.org

It is kept up-to-date with a list of new officers after each of our Annual Sessions in June, the main portion
of the current issue of The Byzantium and the registration form and information on the upcoming UGIC
Annual Session and the city in which it will be held.  If you have any suggestion for improving the site,
please send it to the Editor of The Byzantium at fkleyn@cox.net for consideration.  






